










IJhen. 'L 9ot biicr.. to the fiirmhou.se, most of the fiimi!y 
were iiwiir..& iit [a.st, thou.9h Cl.riin.cimii Cl.n.u.tson. wiis stiL[ 
Ln. bee!. They were sLttLn.9 rou.n.ci the r..Ltchen. tiib[e wiiLti.n.9 
for the t&ii to coo[. 

'Lt wiis 9n.Lce to see them iiU: ii91iLn.. :M.y fiither, Cl.n.oiih 
:Bottomww, .hiis 9ot even. fiitter so thiit he Ls ii[most iis 
wUie..,. he{,-,; hUjh - mu.st tau.. to hLm ..&ou.t c!Lettn.q. 
:M.other, Cl.n.orii, wiis stttLn.9 9n.ext to hLm, iitmcr..Ln.9 one 
of her wiives wLth <in iixe . There tire bUj chLps ou.t of the 
mbte ..U iirou.n.ci the breiici boiirci. U.n.cl:e Du.sty tfa[fyiirci, 
who wor..s iifter the mi![, wiis 9n.ext to her. He wor..&ci o[c{ 
iin.ci pii[e, hts sr..Ln. ii[most iis whtte iis hLs hiiLr iin.ci beiirci. 
Then. mother a.sr..ed: hLm i.f he wiin.teci some breiici iin.ci he 
shoor.. hts h.e..ci • .A cwu.ci of fwu.r pu.ffeci off, iin.ci when Lt 
cl:e..red: he ciii!n.'t wor.. F...tf so o[cil 

:M.y brothers :Bu.mpy, Dtmpl:e, Cl.n.099Ln. iin.ci Jon.iih were 
to9ether on. the other sLcie of the t..&I:e, ii[[ eiitLn.9 bu.ttereci 
breiici - we[[, :Bu.mpy wiis &iitLn.9 hLs woocien. p[a.t& by 
mLsmr..&, bu.t he c!Lcin.'t seem to 9n.otLce the citfferen.ce. 
:Bu.mpy hiici been. sLtttn.9 over by the fLre when flopsy iin.ci 
'L ciime i.n., then. flopsy spotteci hLm iin.ci bou.n.ceci over the 
mbl:e to see i.f he womci p[a.y. They were soon. hiivLn.9 " 
joU:y 91ime of 'R.escu.e'. :Bu.mpy wou.[c{ cry ou.t 'Help!' iis 
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flopsy bou.n.ceci u.p, then. she wou.[ci cirii9 hLm twLce rou.n.ci 
the r..Ltchen., iin.ci I:e..p biicr.. over the mbl:e before 90Ln.9 to 
'rescu.e' htm "ljtiLn.. 'Lt c!Lci wor.. fu.n., iin.ci :Bu.mpy miicie" 
9reiit show Of wor..tn.q ciesper<it& tine! SU. ff &rLn.9 · 'Ln. the 
enc!, mother pu.t " stop to Lt by hLtttn.9 '.Ftopsy wtth the 

wiif. 

'L siitci, 'HeU:O, everybociyl 'L'm biicr..1' '.f'iither siitci, 'Shu.t 
the cioor. The ciriiu.qht's bwwtn.9 Du.sty's fwu.r Ln.to my 
t&ii.' :M.other siitci, 'SLt ciown. iin.ci F...ve some br&iici, 
'Ln.9rtci . ' :M.y cieiir brothers were overcome wLth emoti.on. 

iin.ci I:eft the room. 

'L tote! mother iibou.t ihe probl:ems of u.n.piicr..Ln.9. '.f'iither 
siitci, 'So thiit's where 'L pu.t the ciirrots,' iin.ci went off to 
cou.n.t them. :M.other siiLci , 'U.n.p..cr..Ln.9? 'L c!Lcin.'t thLAA 
you.'ci be smyLn.q thiit wn.9 . .Aren 't you. 90Ln.9 off to se&r.. 

you.r fortu.n.e? ' 

'Oh, mother I' 'L siitci. 'How cou.[ci 'L [&iiv& you. ii[[ ii91iLn.?' 

'Cl.o on., try,' she rep[Leci. 'IJe [eiici "very l\u.Let [Lfe here. 
you.'[L soon. 9et boreci, 'Ln.9rtci.' 

'Cl.non.sense!' 'L siitci, ''L've 9ot iiU: sorts of thLn.qs to cio 
here.' A.n.ci 'L to[ci her how 9riitefu.L 'L wiis thiit my piiren.ts 
F...ci piitci for my ed:u.ciitwn., iiwiiy iit the 'Ln.sti.tu.te, iin.ci 
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that 'L would: repa.y them by he[pi.n9 tu.rn G.net~fi.ell! 1.nto 
a. mod:et fa.rm. 

'L wa.nted: to sta.rt by showLnlj mother how to ma.F.-e proper 
brea.d:, bu.t she sa.i.d: that she ha.ii d:one the ba.f<-Lnlj 
yesterd:a.y, a.nd: 'L would: ha.ve to show her 9nex.t ti.me. 

'Jreesd:a.y 12th Ju.nl.per 

'L d:i.d:n't see G.ra.nd:ma. G.nu.tson yesterd:a.y, a.s she ha.rd:[y 
ever comes d:ownsta.Lrs. 'L wa.nted: to see how she wa.s, so 
tod:a.y 'L toof<- her brea.F.-fa.st u.p to her. She wa.s hu.d:d:[ed: u.p 
Ln bed: wi.th a. bi.lj boof<- of G.norse le9end:s. When 'Lea.me 
Ln, she peered: over the top, sa.w l.t wa.s me a.nd: sa.Ld:, 'Ah, 
my ti.ljny 9rQ.1jnd:a.u.9hter' retu.r9ned: to her wvl.9n9 
fa.mL[yl ' 

' klhy a.re you. ta.[r.,Lnlj funny, G.ra.nny?' 'L a.sf<-ed: her. 

'1'u.9n9ny?' she cri.ed:. 'Kow ca.9n you. spea.F.- thus of the 
to9n9u.e of the G.norse9nomes to a. d:esce9nd:a.9nt of '.IGL9n9 
G.nu.te of the G.north?' 

''.Rea.[[y, G.ra.nny,' 'L sa.i.d:. 'You. F.-now perfectly we[[ tha.t 
there ha.ven 't been G.nors&ljnomes for a. thou.sa.nd: yea.rs . 
And: you 're on[y a. G.nu.tson beca.u.se you.r 9ra.nd:fa.ther wa.s 
a. 9nu.tter I' 
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'Oh, u.9n9na.tu.ra.[ chUd:I ' she wa.l.[eii a.nd: pu.[[eii the 

bed:covers over her fa.ce. 

'She's been [i,U tha.t these la.st seven yea.rs,' sa.i.d: my 
mother la.ter. 'She spent her U.fe sa.vi.n9s on a. Wtllj boa.t 
a.nd: sa.L[eii u.p a.nd: d:own the '.Rl.ver Drwble terrori.si.n9 the 
9nel.ljhbou.rs u.ntU the boa.t sa.nf<-.' · 

'klha.t ha.ppened: to Lt?' 'L a.sF.,ed:. 

'She d:ropped: a. [oa.f a.nd: i.t went stra.i.!jht throu.9h the 
bottom of the boa.t,' my mother rep[i.ed: . 

kla.terd:a.y 13th Ju.ni.per 'L ca.Uljht mother a.bout to d:o some 
ba.f<-1.nlj thl.s morni.nlj a.nd: a.sF.,ed: her why she d:i.d:n ' t u.se 
yea.st for ma.f<-Ltllj brea.d:. 'Yea.st?' she sa.i.d:, ' klha.t ' s tha.t?' 

So 'L iix.p[a.i.ned: a.bout how yea.st Ls a. sort of 
p[a.nty-fU.tlljU.S tha.t turns SU!ja.r l.nto 9a.s a.nd: ma.F.-es the 
brea.d: rLse (we iii.ii l.t Ln DomestLc Scl.ence a.t the 
'LnstLtu.te). She d:i.d:n't thLnf<- mu.eh of thLs, a.nd: sa.i.d: ''L'm 
9not ha.vl.nlj a.ny yea.sty-bea.stl.es scoffLnlj my 9ood: su.9a.r 
a.nd: bu.rpLnlj i.nto my brea.d:I' Then she sta.rted: ba.n9Ln9 
pots a.nd: pa.ns a.round: a.nd: 1.t wa.s i.mpossw[e to ta,[f<, a.ny 

mot"e. 
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1'1.y f~ther fi.a.s ;u.st &een in for a cfi.a.t a.&ou.t my Ju.tu.re. 
Ke sa.i.t! tfi.a.t fi.e was worried: a.&ou.t a 9nome ma.id: of my 
ta.tents and: ener9y &u.ryi.nlj fi.ersetf d:own on tfi.e farm, 
and: Fi.ow fi.e expected: tfi.a.t '!. wou.[d: want to ljD ou.t and: 
ma.f<.e a 9na.me for mysetf i.n tfi.e worl:d: . 

':Bu.t fa.tfi.er, ' '!. sa.i.t!, ' 1. 'm so fi.a.ppy to &e fi.ome, and: tfi.ere 
i.s so mu.cfi. tfi.a.t 9need:s d:oin9 Fi.ere. Don't worry. '!. '[[ 
9never l:ea.ve linettl:efi.el:d:. ' 

'Ii.never? ' fi.e a.s~. 

'Ii.never ever I' '!.promi sed:. 

'..U.., ' fi.e si9fi.ed: fi.ea.vHy and: sat d:own on my &ed: witfi.ou.t 
tfi.i.nf<.i.n9. 1.t co[[a.psed: u.nd:er fi.Lm and: '!. Fi.ad: to ca.U: my 
&'rotfi.ers to fi.etp fi.i.m u.p . 

'!. mu.st ma.f<.e su.re tfi.a.t my fa.tfi.er toses wet.9fi.t. 

Ai.rsd:a.y 14tfi. Juniper 

'!. was ta.f<.i.n9 1'topsy ou.t for Fi.er morni.n9 wa[f<. wfi.en '!. 
saw :Bumpy sta.nd:in9 in tfi.e mi.d:d:l:e of Sa.nd:y&ottom 
fi.el:d:. Ke d:i.t!n't seem to &e d:oinlj a.nytfi.inlj so '!. went over 
to see i.f we wanted: to come a.ton9 too , &u.t :Bumpy sa.i.t! fi.e 
was &u.sy ra.&&it-fi.erd:i n9 . 
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'!. cou.l:d:n ' t see any ra.&&its, and: sa.i.t! so. :Bumpy sa.i.t! 
ra.tfi.er scornfu.tty , 'R.a.&&i.ts i.s [i.f<.e tfi.a.t. Ii.now you. sees 
tfi.em, 9now you. d:oesn 't.' 

'Kow many a.re tfi.ere i.n tfi.e fi.erd:? ' '!. a.sf<.ed: fi.im . 

Ki.s &row furrowed: in tfi.ou.9fi.t for severa.[ minutes. ''!. 
d:oesn 't ri.qfi.Uy f<.now, 1.n9ri.t!, ' fi.e fi.na.U:y a.d:mitted:. 'Tfi.ey 
9never a.[[ comes ou.t a.t once tfi.a.t '!. can tell. ' 

'kle[[, tfi.ey're a.[[ i.n at once 9now, aren't tfi.ey, ' '!. sa.i.t!, 
poLntinlj to tfi.e empty fi.el:d: . 'klfi.y d:on ' t you. ljD i.nto tfi.e 
warren and: count tfi.em? you. d:o f<.now you.r way a.round: 
tfi.e warren d:on 't you., :Bumpy? ' 

'Of course'!. d:o . '!. &e tfi.e ra.&&it fi.el'd:, ' fi.e repti.ed:, [oor..i.n9 
a &i.t d:ou.&tfu.t. Tfi.en fi.e &ri 9fi.tened: u.p and: sa.i.d: , ''!. f<.now, 

wfi.y d:on ' t you. ljD and: count them, and: 1.'U: f<.eep a watch 
u.p Fi.ere i.n case any comes ou.t.' 

'!.wanted: to Fi.ave a toof<. round: anyway, so '!. fi.ea.d:ed: 
stra.i.9fi.t for tfi.e 9nea.rest fi.o[e. There was pl:enty of room 
for me, a.s ton9 a.s '!. f<.ept my Fi.ea.cl: d:own. 1.t ' s quite a &i<j 
o[d: warren, witfi. tots of tu.nne[s and: cosy 9nest sLtes, &ut 

i.t d:i.t!n't ta.f<.e very ton9 to worr.. my way ri.9fi.t round: and: 

comptete tfi.e count. 
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'\. came out of on.e of the bacr.. etoors an.et waLr..eet rou.n.et to 
where'\. haet Left '.Bumpy . He an.et Arbacr.. were E>u.sy 
sc rabb[in.9 at the ho[e that '\. haet 9011.e tn. an.et ettctn.' t 
9n.otice me approach. 'There are 32 aetu.[ts an.et a few 
9n.estsfu.[ of you.n.9sters,' '\. to[et them. 

'Ahl 1.n.9riet! Where ettct you. come from 7 ' '.Bumpy Loor..eti a 
bit startLeti, then. he waveet hts shove[ at the fHLed:-in. · 
ho[e anti saiet , ' '\.t coUapseti. '\. were just tryin.9 to eti9 you. 
out.' 

' '.lleaHy, '.Bumpy, ' '\. satct . ·you. shou.Ltin. ' t have worried: . 
There are Lots of ways out of the warren.. ' 

' '\. had:n.'t r..n.oweti that, ' he saiet. He sou.n.eteet a bit put 
out. '\. expect tiear o[ti '.Bumpy haet been. [oor..in.9 forward: 
to rescu.in.9 hi.s si.ster. 

1'ireilay 15th Juniper 

We can't see out of the r..ttchen. wi.n.d:ow as the wee.is have 
9rown. so hi9h, so'\. sai.d: to '.Bumpy, 'Loor.. at the fwwer 
&eel. The weeets are hi9her than. the fwwers. Why tion. ' t 
you. pu.[[ them up. your rabbi.ts mi9ht Lir..e to eat them.' 

He said:, ' '\. tioesn. ' t thtn.r.. rabbits eat fwwers, '\.n.9rtct. 
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Anyway, 9arcten.tn.9 be .'1.i-&acr..·s job. ' 

So 'L asr..eti ;t,.&acr.. when. 'L saw htm, but he refused: , 

saytn.9, '1'eetit11.9 rabbtts be '.Bu.mpy ' s job. ' 

'\. shat[ have to d:o somethi.n.9 about Lt Lt mysetf. 

Ston.eetay 16th Jun.I.per 
'L spent some ttme wtth the 9u.tn.ea pi9s toetay. They are 
very sweet, but abso[u.te[y starved: of affectton.. 'L matie 
them [tn.e u.p 9n.tcdy, an.et 9ave them aa a cu.tid:Le, on.e at 

a ttme. 

Some of them are 9etti.n.9 qu.i.te heavy. Loor..s [me there'U 

be pLen.ty of ham thts wtn.ter. 

G.ran.etma G.n.u.tson. has [en.t me ' .A9n.9n.ats of the 
.'1.9n.cteqn.t Ci.n.orth', 'Ci.n.orettc So9n.9s anti '.llu.9n.es ' an.et 'The 
G.n.orse 'Lqn.vasto9n.s'. There are some qu.i.te 9n.tce stortes 

but it 's such hard: worr.. re.atiin.9 them! 

There was the most amaztn.9 con.versati.on. at &rear.. fast 
thts morn.i.n.9. Dtmp[e had: been. out to feeet the bantams, 
an.et when. he came bacr.. tn. my father sai.et, '1'ox been., has 
he?' anti Di.mp[e sai.et, '(in.ever mtsseti a Ston.etiay 9n.tqht 
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yet, Dad:. ' So 1. saLcl, 'lt.lhatl?' 

':Fox nlways comes of a Stoned:ay 9nt.t:Jht. !lets hi.msel:f a 
bantam for hts Sand:ciay [u.nch. ' Dtmple d:Lcln"t sou.nd: Ln 
the Least btt bothered: , bu.t 1. was horrtft&d:. 'And: you. Let 
htm? ' 1. asrt.&d:. 

'lt.l&U, he wou.Ld:n't have 9no 8and:d:ay Lunch otherwi.se, 
would: he?' saLcl DLmple as tf that was the end: of the 
matter. 

''Lt's 9not ou.r job to provtd:e foxes wtth free Lunches,' 1. 
told: htm. Dtmple d:Lcln 't reply, and: as he had: ju.st tart.en 
a mou.thfu.L of bread: (mu.st 9et mother to start u.stn9 
yeast) he wasn't 90Lfl.IJ to be able to talrt. for a9&S, so 1. 
turned: to my father. ''Lt's only the one fox, and: he worrt.s 
for i.t, 'Ln9rt.c1,' he explat.n&d:. ':Flopsy ru.ns for hou.rs 
foUowf.fl.IJ the scent. 'Lt tart.es the bounce rt.t:Jht ou.t of that 
d:o9 for a couple of ciays. And: then the fox comes a9ai.n 
Trnesciays and: A i.rsd:ays for :Flopsy's mLcl-w~ 
exerct.st.n9. ' 

'Do you. mean you're 9Lvtn9 the fox three bantams a wurt. 
ju.st so that you. d:on 't have to tart.& flopsy for a walrt.?' 1. 
9asped:. 

:Father shoort. ht.s head:. 'Oh 9no, he only has one on 

16 

Ston&d:ays. That's ou.r ~rument. ' 

' lt.l&U 9now that 1. tau flopsy ou.t every ciay , you. can 
caned you.r a9rument,' 1. told: ht.m and: 1. shaa mart.& su.rn 

that they d:o. 

1'1.u.d:ciay lBth Ju.nt.per 

When 1. came d:own to br~fast tht.s morntn9 'L saLcl that 
1. was 90Ln9 t.nto Lt.ttle 1'toant.n9 - to 9et some yeast -
and: d:Lcl anyone want any shoppf.fl.IJ? 1. was 9oi.n9 to tea 
them aa about how 9ood: proper bread {.s - tf 1. can 
persu.ad:& everybod:y el:se then mother wt.a have to a9r&& -
bu.t my father sent my brothers off to d:o some chores and: 
he told: me how 1. shou.Ld: 90 to the v~& by the feet 
rou.te, and: 9not by the road:. Ke sa:Lcl Lt was mu.eh more 
t.nternstf.fl.IJ, and: as lofl.IJ as 1. foUow&d: the st.t:Jnposts 'L 

wou.Ld:n 't 9et Lost. 

lt.l&U my father was half rt.t:Jht. 'Lt was a mu.eh morn 
i.nterestf.fl.IJ rou.t&, bu.t i.f 1. had: foUow&d: tfi.& sl.t;Jnposts 1. 
would: have bun hopelessly Lost. They aa seemed: to be 
poi.nti.n9 i.n completdy the wron9 d:t.rectl.ons. :Fortu.natel:y 
1. stu.d:L&d: Ortenturt.n9 at the 'Lnstt.tu.t& so 1. 9never 9et 
Lost. The walrt. was very enjoyable, bu.t Li.ttle 1'toantn9 
was a d:t.sappoi.ntment. The shop d:Lcln't s&U yeast. 
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When 'L 13ot home my father sal.c!, 'flaml.n.13 
f[i.bbertl.13L&bets, you. ' rn bacli,I 'L th.ou.13h.t you. wern [ost .' 

Trneslia.y 1 Yth. Ju.nl.per 

The traveUi.n.13 kprechau.n, Seamu.s SosmaU, caUEti toc!ay. 
He teUs fortunes , seas h.erba[ ton.Les, 13ooc£ [u.cli, eh.arms 
and: m~Lc speUs and: l.s the [oca[ a13ent for a c!ou.b[e 
13[azl.n13 company. 'L trl.ec! to persu.ac!e my moth.er to have 
13[ass pu.t i.n ou.r wi.nc!ows, bu.t she says she c!oesn 't hotc£ 
wl.th these moc!ern ways . (Anti 'L c!on 't ho[c! wl.th 
c!raU!Jhty rooms, so we sha[[ see what can be c!one.) 

'L wonc!ereti i.f the kprnchau.n had: 13ot anythi.n.13 that 
ml.9ht hdp my father on hl.s c!i.et - 'L haven't 13ot hl.m on 
one yet ,- bu.t 'L wl.U. So 'L asli,ec!, 'Kave you. a so[u.tl.on to 
the probl:em of excess wel.13h.t?' 

'Someth.l.n.13 too heavy to be moved: i.s l.t to be su.rn? ' he 
sal.c!. That sou.nc!Ec! [me my father so 'L 13noc£c£ec£. Ke 
rootEc! rou.nc! l.n hl.s b~ anti came u.p wi.th a [i.ttl:e bottk 
of 13run ftu.i.c! . 'Ahl Kern we am, bEIJorra. Ju.st the very 
th.i.n.13 . Zepp[i.n's 1>ou.bl:e-L. That stanc!s for Li.!Jh.tni.n.13 
Ll.13htenl.n13 on account of how qu.Lcri. l.t worf<.s. Ju.st 
sprl.nf<.l:e i.t on an.c! read: the speU on the [abet anti them'[[ 
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be no morn prob[Ems at aU, at a[[ . ' 

'Th.Em's 13n.owt wrO"'IJ wl.th bei.n.13 fat ,' he sai4. ' 'L 
remember Ju.mbo '.llu.tterpat - hl.m that u.seti to ru.n the 
6.run 6.n.ome - tEUl.n.13 me abou.t a l'tr. Ch.ar[Es 1>arf<.wl.nc£ . 
who'd: wri.tten a boor.. ca[[Ec! the Orl.IJl.n of the Spaci.ou.s. 
Anti he recf<.oneti that a bl.t of extra wel.IJht hetpeti you. 
[l.ve [on.13er . 'The su.rvl.va[ of the fattest ' he caaeti Lt.' 

'Correct me 1.f 'L 'm wron.13, father , ' 'L sai.c!, 'bu.t c!i.c!n 't 
Ju.mbo '.llu.tterpat faU i.nto the ri.ver when the brt413e 
co[[apseti u.nc!er h.i.s wel.IJht, and: c£!4n' t they [Et h.l.m f[oat 
ou.t to sea after three boats had: capsi.zeti tryi.n.13 to pu.U 
hl.m on board:? ' 

'kle[[ , 13not qu.i.te ,' rnp[i.Eti father, a bl.t su.bc!u.Eti. 'They 
mana9ec£ to 13et an anchor attached: to h l.m whl.[e he was 
stl.t[ i.n the estu.ary and: they u.sec! h.i.m as a moori.t1.IJ bu.oy 
a[[ su.mmer. ' Ke su.c!c!En[y bri.!Jh.tenec!. ''.llu.t l.t was hi.s fat 
that f<.Ept h.i.m af[oat and: su.stai.nec! hl.m throu.13h.ou.t hl.s 
trou.b[es,' he ac!c!Eti trl.u.mphantty. 

'L can see that 'L 'm 13not 130!.n.13 to 13et mu.eh co-operatl.on 
from my father. 
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Watenlay 20th Jun.I.per 

'L went to see Un.c[e Dusty Half yard: at the m.U! tod:ay and: 
SUljgested: that he put &1.<Jger sails on. so that the 
grl.n.d:ston.e wou(d: turn. faster . At the m.om.en.t l.t hardly 

.. moves, even. l.n. a stl.tfl.sh wt.nil. 

'But 'Ln.grl.d:,' he sat.cl, 'l.t turns fast enough for m.e . 'L can. 
get aU: our corn. ground: &efore the gn.ex.t harvest. ' 

. ··'That 's gn.ot the pol.n.t, ' 'L ex.p[ai.n.ed:. ''Lt's a questl.on. of 
the effi.ci.&n.t use of capi.tm. 'Lf you hail thl.s worr..t.n.g 
faster, you cou(d: gri.n.d: aU: your .IJn.&i.<Jh&ours' corn. as 
w&CL. ' 

'An.cl why shou(d: 'L want to d:o that? They can. use the 
m.1.U: l.n. Ll.ttfa :M.oan.i.n.g [i.u they a[ways have.' 

'L hail to ex.p[ai.n. to Un.cfa Dusty at some fan.gth a&out 
f!.n.an.c!.a[ opportun.l.sm. and: resource m.an.agem.en.t, an.cl i.n. 
the en.cl he sal.d:, ''L'm. sure there was a reason. why we 
run. i.t thi.s sww, &ut 'L can't rem.em.&er i.t r!.<Jht off. 
Anyway, 'L d:oesn.'t r..n.ow how to m.au l.t go faster.' 

'6.n.o pro&fam., Un.c[e Dusty, ' 'L to(d: hi.m.. ' 'L stud:l.&d: 
Wi.n.d:m.U[ :M.echan.i.cs at the 'Ln.sti.tute. Leave i.t to m.e.' 

20 

So he d:l.d:. 'L mad:& some gn.l.ce &1.<J sails out of fwur &ags 
an.cl fi.x.ed: them. on.to the vanes. That was a &i.t d:i.fjl.cu[t , 
&ut 'L man.aged: i.t. Whl.[& 'L was at l.t, 'L greased: the ams 
an.cl reptaced: the o(d: gri.n.d:ston.e wi.th one of mother ' s 
whofam.eat waves - i.t was heavl.&r an.cl hail a rougher 
surf ace. :By the t i.m.e 'L hail f!.n.l.shed:, there was a stead:y 
stream. of f!.n.e fwur, even. though there was gn.o more 
than a &reeze. 

There l.s a &i.t of a wo&&fa. :M.ust cheer.. the tran.sm.i.ssl.on. 
som.eti.m.e. 

'L cou(d:n.' t d:o an.ythi.n.g a&out the waU:S as we d:l.d:n. ' t d:o 
&uUd:i.n.g at the 'Ln.sti.tute. :M.ust wri.te to :M.l.stress 
6.n.eehi.gh an.cl suggest that she puts i.t i.n.to the syU:a&us . 

We hail turn.i.p stew agai.n for supper. 'L shaU: f!.n.i.sh up 
wor..t.n.g [LU a turn.i.p at thi.s rate! Whl.[& we were eati.n.g 'L 
·asud: :Bumpy, 'Kow a&out ra&&i.t pi.e for supper 
.tomorrow?' Ke woud: qui.t& shocr..ed: and: sat.cl, ':But 
'Ln.grl.d:, those aren't eati.n.g ra&&i.ts. They ' re m.Ur..t.n.g 
ra&&i.ts.' 

Ai.rsd:ay 21st Jun.I.per 

Jon.ah was out fi.shi.n.g agai.n tod:ay . . 'L asr..ed: mother whai 
happened: to au: the f!.sh ·.that he caught. 'L have .1311.oti.ced: 

21 



that the only fLsh we eat Ls bou.9ht from the fLsh9nome. 
(J{e calls twLce a. weeli..) 

'Ke t!on.'t ever catch any, 'Ln.9rl.d,' she sa.Lc!, 'Ke recli.ons 
there's more to fLshLn.13 than ca.tchLn9 fLsh.' 

IJeU, that seemec! a. bLt st.Lly to me. There 's Jonah 
sp~nc!i.n.13 hou.rs every c!a.y c!own by the stream, a.net we 
have to pa.y 9ooc! money to bu.y fLsh. 'L c!eci.c!ec! to 130 a.net 
see what he wa.s c!oLn.13 wron.13. After a.ll, 'L c!Lc! stu.c!y 
fi.shLn.13 a.t the 'LnstLtu.te. 

Jonah wa.s sLttLn.13 on the ban.Ii. holc!Ln.13 hLs roe!. 'Lt wa.s 
c!LffLcu.lt to tell Lf he wa.s a.wa.li.e or 9not . Ke sleeps wLth 
hLs eyes open, a.net c!oesn ' t move mu.eh when he Ls a.wa.li.e. 
'L lLf tee! hLs lLne ou.t to see what li.Lnc! of ba.Lt he wa.s 
u.sLn.13. '.Ilea.Uy! Jonah Ls hopeless. Not only wa.s there 9no 
ba.Lt on hLs li.ne, there wasn't even a hooli.I 'Lt mu.st have 
fallen off. 

'L expect he mu.st be u.seless a.t tyLn.13 Ii.nots for there 
wasn't a. si.n.9le hooli. left Ln hLs ta.cli.le box. 1'ortu.na.tety, 'L 
rememberec! how to ma.li.e an effectLve hooli. wi.th a. safety 
pLn, a.net 'L always carry one of those. 'L broli.e off a. 
9nu.99et of brea.c! from hLs lu.nch ba.13 to u.se a.s ba.Lt, a.net 
lowerec! the li.ne ba.cli. i.nto the water . 'Lt sa.nli., whLch 
rem.Lnc!ec! me that 'L ha.ii promLsec! to show mother to 
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ma.li.e proper breac! thLs a.fternoon, so 'L left Jona.Fi. hopLn.13 
that he wou.lc! have a. lovely su.rprt.se when he ca.u.9ht hLs 

ft.rst fLsfi.. 

IJhen 'L 9ot ba.cli., mother ha.et ju.st ft.n.i.shec! her ba.li.L"'IJ, so 
'L wi.U have to wa.Lt for a.not.her c!a.y . 

Uncle Du.sty i.s rea.Uy l{U.Lte plea.sec! wi.th the mt.U. There's 
9not been mu.eh wLnc! thLs weeli., bu.t even so the so.I.ls 
have li.ept tu.rni.n.13 a.net the stone ha.s li.ept 9ri.nc!Ln.9. Ke 
was 9ru.mbli.n.9 a. bLt a.bou.t ha.vLn9 to worli. ha.rc!er than 
u.su.a.l, bu.t he &ri.<Jhtenec! u.p when 'L poLn.tec! ou.t tha.t he 
shou.lc! be ftn.Lshec! i.n tt.me to have a. holi.c!a.y fief ore the 
9next harvest. 

Jonah wa.s ou.t aU last 9nL<Jht_. IJe were wonc!eri.n.13 where 
he cou.lc! have 9ot to when the fLsh9n.ome ea.me , a.net 
Jonah w ·as lyl."'IJ t.n the ba.cli. of hLs ea.rt a.mon.9st the fLsh. 
Ke was very mu.c!c!y a.net coverec! i.n ponc!weec!. The 
ftsh9nome tolc! u.s that he hac! fou.nc! Jonah i.n hLs 9nets 
fu.rther c!own the ri.ver. 

Jonah wa.s rather fevert.sh anc! li.ept moa.n.Ln.13 a.bou.t beLn.13 
pu.Uec! t.n.to the water. 'L t.hi.nft. that he hac!· ju.st fallen i.n 
whi.le he wa.s a.sleep. 
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The fi.sh9n.om& had: also brou9ht Jon.ah's fi.shi.n.9 rod: bacl<. . 
no you 1<.n.ow, them was a fi.sh on the end:! Jon.ah has 
mana9ed: to catch one at last. He must be pl:ea.s&d:. 'L 
won 't tdL hLm how 'L heLped:, as that m1.9ht spoi.L Lt for 
hi.m. 

Ston.ed:ay 23rd: Jun.I.per 

'L to Le( ·DLmpLe at Lun.chti.m& to mall.& sum that aU the 
bantams w&m bacl<. Ln. th&Lr coop by 9n.L9htfaLL, and: to 
shut the d:oorl He mutt&md: somethLn.9 about hl.s 
a9m&m&n.t wi.th the fox but saLd: he would:. 'L went out 
i.n.to the yard: after tea to see how DLmple: was 9etti."'9 on 
wi.th the bantams . He was si.tti.n.9 by the d:oor of the 
bantam coop hold:i.n.9 i.t open. Th& bantams w&m 
wan.d:&ri.n.9 i.n. and: out the coop and: aLL over the yard:, 
just as they pLeas&d:. 

'l.lhat am you d:oLn.9 sLttLn.9 them, DLmpLe? ' 'L asl<.&d: hi.m . 

'Stoppi.n.9 d:oor ban.9Ln.9 i.n. wi.n.d:,' he sai.d:, as i.f i.t was 
obvi.ous . 

' 'L thou9ht you wem supposed: to b& 9etti.n.9 the bantams 
i.n.to the coop, ' 'L sai.d: . 
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11/m. waLtLn.9 for them to come Ln., then 'L'LL shut d:oor .' 
DLmp[e watched: an.other bantam saunter Ln.to the coop, 
and: two more saunter out·. 

':But you'U 9n.ever 9et them aLL Ln. at thLs rat&,' 'L 
exclaLm&d:. 

'fln.o, some of them d:on.'t L!Ji.e coop much,' he a9m&d:. 

:R.&aUyl SometLmes 'L d:&spaLr of my famU:y. 'L roun.d:&d: up 
the bantams on& by on& and: shooed: them Ln.to the coop. 
ntmp[e was supposed: to 9uard: the d:oor so that 9n.on.& 9ot 
out ~ai.n., but he was us&Less, so i.n. the end: 'L had: to 9et 
'.Flopsy to hdp . Even then i.t tool<. a whi.Le . 'L d:t.d:n. ' t f<.n.ow 
we had: so many bantams. 

San.c(c(ay 24th Jun.I.per 

The fox came last 9n.1.9ht and: tool<. an.other bantam! Them 
t.s a trai.L of feathers from the coop rt.9ht across So99ybo9 
ft.eld: . 'L sai.d: to nt.mpLe at breaf<.fast, 'Di.d: you open the 
d:oor for the fox last 9n.1.9ht? ' 

'DLd:n.'t have to ,' he saU!. ' there's a bi.9 hoL& i.n. bacf<. of 
coop.' .And: he Lool<.&d: qui.t& pleased:. Hi.m and: hl.s 
a9rn&m&n.t wLth that fox l 
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1. spent most of the mornLn9 mencHng. the ho£&. 1. cou!d:n't 
ftncl c:my p~nf<.s, so 1. gna.L[eci some of mother's f~t 
[oa.ves over the 9a.p. (1.'ve gnotLce'.cl that the f>a.nta.ms ' 
f>ea.f<.s aren 't tou9h enoUCJh to get through the crusts.) 

'.M.ucicla.y 25th JunLper 

Sea.mus Sosma.U's ZeppU.n nouf>[e-L Lnsta.nt weLght loss 
was gnot quLte what 1. ha.if: expectecil 

1. saw my cha.nee to try Lt out thLs afternoon when 1. 
spottecl my father ha.vLng a. quLet 9na.p Ln the f>a.rn. 1. got 
the f>ott[e a.ncl sprLnf<.[ecl the green fluLci - Lt was a. f>Lt 
pon9y - a.U: over hLm wht[& 1. rea.cl the charm on the la.f>e[. 

G.now here's a. heavy somethLng 
LyLng on the f[oor. 
1.t's much too much to f>y-pa.ss, 
Step over or i.gnore, 
:But tt.U: we 've 9ot Lt out the way 
We can't get on for sure, 
So 1. say 'hocus pocus ' 
Ancl then Lt's weLCJht no morel 

Even a.s 1. rea.cl i.t 1. f<.new i.t wasn't a. s[LmmLn9 spe[[, but 
you can't stop a. charm Ln the mLcicl[e. 
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1. gra.f>f>ecl my father's ha.ncl a.s he sta.rtecl to f[oa.t 
upwa.rcls. He openeci a. f>[ea.ry eye a.ncl [oof<.ecl a.t me. 

':f"a.ther, you f<.now 1. wa.nteci you to [ose some weLCJht .... ' 
1. f>&c;Ja.n. 

'Oh, a.ye?' he sa.Lci wa.rUy a.ncl shoof<. my ha.ncl free so that 
he cou[ci scratch hLmse[f. 

'WeU, you have clone,' 1. to[ci ht.m a.s he clrLfteci off 
towa.rcls the roof. (1.t was a. goocl job he 'cl been gna.ppi.n9 
t.n the f>a.rn, a.ncl gnot Ln the ha.ysta.cf<. or we mL9ht have 
[ost hLm forever I) 

1.. was 90Lng to he[p hLm to 9et clown, but he was Ln such 
a. funny moocl a.bout Lt a.U: - a.s t.f Lt was my fa.u[t that 
Sea.mus Sosma.[['s spd[ clLcln ' t worf<. properly - that 1. Left 
hLm them to coo[ off. 

After tea. 1. got the [on9 ~clcler out a.ncl toof<. hLm a. coup[& 
of mother 's cobs to put Ln Fi.Ls tunLc pocf<.ets. That 9a.ve 
hLm enou9h weLCJht to f>rLn9 hLm clown to earth, but 
whenever he tri£cl to wa.[f<. he turnecl Fi.ea.cl over hee[s. So 1. 
gna.Uecl one of mother 's [oa.ves to ea.eh of Fi.Ls boots a.ncl 
that curecl tha..t, probLem. Ke wasn 't very 9ra.tefu[ thou9h. 
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Treesiia.y 26th Juniper 

'L sa.w Clno99i.n ~nt.n9 over the st.d:e of the 9ut.nea. pl.lj sty 
th.t.s mornt.n9, scra.tttl.n9 a.round: wt.th. a. stt.cfl.. 'L a.sfl.ed: 
h.t.m wh.a.t h.e wa.s d:ot.n9. 

I 
I 

'C~ni.n9 sty,' h.e replied:. 'Do l.t once every yea.r . . ' 

'Whether i.t 9need:s Lt or 9not?' 'L fLntshed:. 

Ke ca.rrted: on scra.ttltn9 fee&Ly, tryLn9 to worfl. the old: 
bed:d:Ln9 towa.rd:s the 9a.te a.nd: 9not 9ettt.n9 very fa.r . 

'Clno99t.n,' 'L sa.t.d: , 'womd:n"t Lt be ea.sier .to 9et tn there 
wtth. a. shovel?' 

Ke foofl.ed: sh.ocfl.ed:. ' 'L a.ren't .9ettLn9 tn there wtth. those 
bea.sts! ' h.e sa.t.d: emph.a.ttca.ay. 'They be rl.ljh.t sa.va.9el' 

'Clnonsensel' 'L sa.t.d: a.nd: to sh.ow h.tm, 'L 9ot a. shove[ a.nd: 
went tnto ·the sty. The 9utnea. pl.ljs ea.me snuffLi.n9 a.nd: 
sh.ovtn9 up to me. 'L 9a.ve th.em ea.eh. a. qutcfl. h.u9, th.en 
ta.pped: th.em out of the wa.y wtth. the shove[. Th.en 'L 
sh.ove[[ed: out a.bout a.s much. mucfl. a.s Clno99Ln wou[d: 
h.a.ve ma.na.9ed: tn a. weefl., before comtn9 ba.cfl. out. 
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'G.notht.n9 to i.t, you see?• 'L sa.t.d:, h.a.nd:t.n9 Clno99tn the 
shovel a.nd: push.Lnq h.Lm throUljh. the 9a.te t.nto the sty. 'L 
wa.s 901.nq to sta.y a.nd: wa.tch. but 'L sud:d:en[y remembered: 
tha.t 'L Fi.a.if: Left mother's socfl.s d:ryLnq by the ft.re so 'L Fi.a.if: 
to rush. off to ch.ecfl. th.a.t they h.a.d:n't burned:. 

The socfl.s were on ft.re wh.en 'L 9ot ba.cfl. but 'L soon put 
them out. Then my mother ea.me t.n a.nd: sta.rted: to 
compLat.n, a.nd: Lt wa.sn't untt.L she sh.ut up th.a.t we Fi.ea.ref: 
G.no99Ln's cries for Fi.up. '.llea.ayl Ke t.s hope.Less. Ke just 
d:t.d:n't rea.[Lze th.a.t a.a the 9ut.nea. pl.ljs wa.nted: wa.s to stt 
on h.t.m for a. cud:d:Le - a.[thou9h. 'L suppose tha.t ten i.s a. bi.t 
of a. [a.pfu[ - a.nd: i.t wa.s on[y be.ea.use h.e sta.rted: sh.outi.nq 
a.nd: fussLn9 tha.t they sta.mped:ed:. He sh.omd: be ba.cfl. on 
Fi.Ls feet i.n a. couple of d:a.ys. 

:Bumpy i.s stLa tryi.n9 to d:Lscover Fi.ow to mi.Lfl. th.e ra.bbLts. 
'L sa.i.d: tha.t h.e should: a.sf!. th.em. 

IJa.teriia.y 27th Junt.per 

There wa.s a. 9ood: wi.nd: tod:a.y, so 'L wa.s a.bout to 9et on 
wt.th. th.e wa.sh.tn9 wh.en Unc[e Dusty ea.me t.n compLatnLn9 
th.a.t the mL[[ wa.s 9rLnd:Lnq too fa.st for h.Lm, a.nd: h.e 
cou[d:n't fLnd: a.ny fLour ba.9s, a.nd: there's 9nowh.ere to put 
a.a the flour tha.t ts pouri.n9 out of the 9rtnd:stone. ('Ln 
fa.et, tt wa.s pourLn9 out of the 9a.ps tl'\ th.e mt.Ws wa.as 
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a.nil &Cowi.ncJ a.&ou.t a.ll ovei- the ya.i-d:.) 80 'L ha.Ii to spend: 
the nst of the d:a.y ma.r..t.n9 9new &a.9s ou.t of old: sheets. 

'L ha.ve j u.st nmem&end: tha.t 'L 9nevei- 9ot rou.nd: to 
checr..t.tl'J the ti-a.nsmi.sswn. :rtu.st d:o tha.t soon, a.s the mi.ll 
t.s d:efi.nt.te[y wo&&ti.n9 a. &i.t. 

Uncle Du.sty t.s stU[ ti-yi.n!J to rnmem&ei- why he u.sed: to 
i-u.n the mt.ll sCowty . 

.U.-sd:a.y 28th Ju.nt.per 

:llu.mpy sa.ys tha.t he a.s~ the i-a.b&i.ts a.net ha.s found: tha.t 
he wa.s WrDtllJ. They a.n not mi.tf,,i.n9 i-a.&&i.ts. They a.n 
woo[ i-a.&&t.ts . Now he i.s tryi.n9 to fi.nd: ou.t how to shea.i­
them. 

lii-a.nd:ma. linu.tson coi-nei-ed: me when 'L toof,, he.- su.ppei­
u.p . :She sa.t.d: , 'Ha.ve you. &1Jnjoyed: those &oor..s 'L t&9nt you., 
'Ln9i-t.d:? ' 

'They a.re vei-y i.ntensti.n9, (it"a.nd:ma., ' 'L i-ep[i.ed: ta.ctfu.tty, 
a.s 'L ha.ven't a.ctu.a.lly 9ot very fa.i- wi.th them. 

' 'L9ntensti.1Jn9l ' she snorted:. 'Do9n't they ma.r..e you. 
WQ,1.Jnt to sa.U the ocea.9ns i.9n a. to9n9 boa.t, i-a.va.9i.9n9 a.net 
p i.tCa.91.1Jn9?' she a.sud: . 
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'Ii.not i-ea.lly,' 'L a.d:mi.tted:. 

'Oh u.9na.d:ve9ntu.rou.s chi.ld:I you. 'rn a.s &a.d: a.s these othei-
9nt.9n9ni.esl ' she wa.Ued: a.nil d:i.sa.ppea.nd: u.nd:ei- the 
bed:covern a.9a.i.n. 

'L sha.ll mend: hei- ton9shi.p to cheei- her u.p. 

'.f'i.i-ed:a.y 29th Ju.ni.pei-

When 'L 9ot u.p tod:a.y, 'L f ou.nd: tha.t evei-yone else - a.pa.i-t 
fi-om lino99i.n - wa.s a.[na.d:y a.t b.-ea.r..fa.st. Tha.t wa.s od:ct , 
bu.t 'L d:i.d:n ' t ha.ve t i.me to tht.nr.. a.bout i.t &eca.u.se ju.st then 
the posl!Jnome brou.9ht a. tettei-. Di.mpte toor.. i.t a.nil ma.et 
i.t, then he sa.i.d:, 'lino99i.n ha.s been f,,i.d:na.pped:I ' 

'Who on ea.i-th wou.ld: f,,i.d:na.p lino99i.n?' 'L a.sr..ed: . He i.sn't 
woi-th a.nythi.n9 . 

' :Some 9na.sty e[ves ha.ve 9ra.bbed: ht.m a.net ca.ni.ed: hi.m off 
to fu.i-thest linomechester .' Dt.mp[e expCa.i.ned:. 'They'rn 
hold:i.n9 hi.m for i-a.nsom a.nil we ca.n't a.ffoi-d: to pa.y i.t. 
One of u.s wi.tt ha.ve to 90 a.nil rnscu.e ht.m.' 

'Thei-e's on[y one of u.s cou.ld: ma.na.9e tha.t,' sa.i.d: my 
fa.ther, a.nil they a.ll toor..ed: a.t me. 
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'Take :Ftopsy to 9uard: you, and: you can d:o t.t , 'Ln9ri.d:' my 
mother cid:d:ed:, encoura9Ln9[y. 

kleU, 'L was just a&out to rush. off and: pacr.. my &a9s 
wh.en 'L sud:d:en[y saw that Lt was a jou. ('L sh.ou[d: h.ave 
rea!Lzed: sooner. 'L r..now perfect[y weU th.at :OLmp[e can't 
read:.) Oh. 'L d:td: [au9h.I ano&od:y. dse [au9h.ed: much., &ut 'L 
expect they h.ad: aa h.ad: th.eLr 9L139[e wh.en th.ey or9anLsed: 
th.e 'ransom 9note'. 

Stoned:ay 30th. JunLper 

'L 9ot up &rtl;Jh.t and: ear[y to start on lirand:ma 6.nutson 's 
Wn!Jsh.Lp. 'Lt was h.td:d:en Ln a patch. of 9nett[es and: h.ad: a 
9reat h.o[e Ln the &ottom, &ut 'L ptu99ed: thts wLth an o[d: 
&oot from th.e &antam coop. ('L d:l4 :M.aLntenance at the 
'LnstLtute). lirand:ma wU[ &e pteased:I 

:Ftopsy and: 'L sh.ut up th.e &antams after tea. 'Lt Ls much. 
ctULcf..er, IJnDW tfi.at 'L fl.ave cw self: the fi.o[e at the &acf... ( 'L 
rea[i.zed: th.at [ast wuf.. th.ey upt wand:eri.n!J out a!JaLn 
and: that th.e on[y reason we ever 9ot them a[l Ln was that 
th.ey eventua[[y 9ot ti.red: of &eLn!J ch.ased: around: and: 
d:ectd:ed: to stay put.) 

'L counted: th.em carefu[[y - 23 p[us the cocuret. 
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'.Bumpy h.as &een mtssi.n!J sLnce :Ft.red:ay morni.n9. kle 
thLnf.. h.e Ls pro&a&[y somewh.ere Ln the ra&&i.t warren. 

Sand:d:ay lst JeweUy 

lirand:ma Ls mLssLn9 too, &ut we've stUl 9ot 23 &antamsl 
(.And: th.e cocuret.) :Otmp[e Ls worri.ed: wh.at th.e fox. wUl 
thLnr.. about Lt. Just Ln case h.e thi.nf..s we 've 9ot th.e ria.y 
wron!J, 'L sh.a[[ mau sure that th.e &antams are safety 
sh.ut up every 9nL!Jh.t from 9now on. 

:Fath.er toor.. h.i.s &oots off to pad:d:le i.n the d:ucr.. pond: th.ts 
mornLn9 , th.en fed: h.ts &aUast waves to th.e d:ucr..s wi.thout 
th.Lnf..Ln9. Ke d:rLfted: away of course - wh.i.ch. serves h.i.m 
rL!Jh.t - &ut wh.at was worse was th.at three of the d:ucr..s 
sanr.. . Two of them mana9ed: to 9et out &y walr..Ln9 across 
th.e &ottom, &ut there's &een 9no stl;Jn of the thi.rd: . 

.A roof.. from th.e Ii.reciter Cawi.n9 rooury 9ave fath.er a 
tow &acr.. thts evenLn!J, and: we h.ave 9ot h.Lm safe[y ti.ed: 
d:own for th.e 9nL9h.t. 

:M.ud:d:ay 2nd: JeweUy 

'L was woun up Ln th.e ml4d:[e of th.e 9ntl;Jh.t &y a 9notse 
out Ln the yard:. 'L [oof..ed: out and: saw a fox. th.rowi.nlJ 
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pebbles a.t 1lt.mple's shutters - h.t.s room Ls 9n.ext to mi.n.e. 
He (the fox, that i.s, not 1li.mple. He slept throUljh. a.[[ of 
th.i.s.) too~eti ra.th.er cross a.n.ti 9n.ot a. [t.tt[e h.un.9ry, but 
when he sa.w me h.e s~u~eti off qui.c~[y. 

'L chec~ the ban.ta.ms thi.s morn.Ln.9 . They were a.[[ there, 
a.n.ti mother's toa.ves were still l.n. p[a.ce over the hole 
thoUljh 'L cou[ti see a. few fa.!.n.t tooth.mar~ i.n. them. Tha.t 
reml.n.tieti me a.bout the ba.~l.n.9, but by the ti.me 'L 9ot ba.c~ 
mother ha.Ii fi.n.t.sheti, so 'L'[[ h.a.ve to try an.other tia.y. 

llumpy ea.me ba.c~ th.l.s even.l.n.9, a.ccompa.n.l.eti by a. ra.bbi.t. 
'L sa.w them comi.n.9 i.n.to the fa.rmya.rti a.n.ti sa.i.ti, 'Why 
tit.Ii you brl.n.9 the ra.bbi.t ba.c~. llumpy? ' 

He muttereti, ra.th.er sh.a.me-fa.ceti[y, ''L tii.tin. ' t. 'Lt brou9h.t 
me ba.c~.' Then. he turn.eti to the ra.bbi.t a.n.ti sa.i.ti, ' Tha.n.~ 

you. 'L thi.n.~ 'L ca.n. ma.~e i.t from here. ' 

The ra.bbl.t [oo~eti tioubtfu[, but sta.rteti to [ea.ve. 

'k>a.l.t!' 'L ca.[[eti a.fter i.t . 'Come ba.c~ a.9a.i.n. when.ever you 
[me a.n.ti h.e[p yoursdf to these.' ..ln.ti 'L poi.n.teti to the 
sow-th.i.stles a.n.ti ch.i.c~weeti that a.re ftourt.sh.i.n.9 l.n. our 
ftower-beti. The ra.bbi.t n.otitieti 1.ts than.~s a.n.ti h.oppeti 
off. 
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llumpy wou[tin. ' t sa.y much a.bout where h.e' ti been. a.[[ 
wee~en.ti, but 'L 9a.th.ereti th.a.t when he wa.s h.ertii.n.9 on. 
1'i.retia.y, one of the youn.9er ra.bbi.ts ha.Ii pi.c~eti up h.Ls 
sa.n.tiwi.ch.es a.n.ti run. off i.n.to the wa.rren. wi.th. them. He 
ha.Ii 9on.e l.n. a.fter them a.nti ha.Ii been there ever si.n.ce. 'Ln 
the en.Ii they must h.a.ve 9ot feti up wi.th hi.m wa.n.tieri.n.9 
a.bout the p[a.ce a.n.ti tieci.tieti to brl.n.9 h.!.m home. 

'L a.s~eti h.i.m i.f h.e ha.Ii founti out how to sh.ea.r ra.bb i.ts 
wh.i.Ce h.e wa.s there. He sa.l.ti, ''L th.i.n.~ 'L were wron.9 a.bout 
them bei.n.9 woo[ ra.bbi.ts. ' 

'Perh.a.ps they a.re 9nome-h.ertii.n.9 ra.bbt.tsl ' 'L [a.u9h.eti, but 
llumpy tii.tin.'t see the jo~e. 

Treestia.y 3rti Jewe[[y 

..lrba.c~ Cia.rtien.'s broth.er 'Lsfrun.t ea.me to vi.si.t totia.y, a.n.ti 
he broUljh.t Cira.n.tima. Cin.utson. ba.c~ wi.th. h.i.m! H e foun.ti 
her wa.sh.eti up best.tie the estuary. Cira.n.tima. sa.i.ti she 
wa.s, 'sa.Hl.ljn.9 a.to9n.9 the Dri.bble, when. 'L 9n.oti.ceti a.9n. 
a.9n.ci.e9n.t boot l.n. the h.o[ti. Cin.a.tura.[[y , 'L threw the 
9n.a.sty th.l.ljn.9 over the 9u9n.9ne[s. Th.en. wa.ter be9a.9n. 
ru9n.9n.i.9n.9 l.ljn. a.9n.ti my fi.9n.e to9n.9sh.i.p sa.9n.~. ' She 
stoppeti a.nti 9[a.reti a.t me. 

Honest[yl ..ln.yon.e wou[ti thi.n.~ Lt wa.s my fa.u[t. 
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'Lsfru.nt Ls qu.i.te Q. bLt you.n9er tfmn ArbQ.cr.. - 'L d:on 't 
tht.nr.. he's tu.rned: 200 yet. klhUe he WQ.S WQ.i.ttn9 for 
ArbQ.Cr.. to come u.p from So99ybo9 ft.di! where he WQ.S 
se!:ecttnq fro9s to trQ.Ln u.p for the Q.nnu.Q.l LeQ.pt.nq R=e Ln 
LLttle l'toQ.ni.n9, 'Lsfru.nt smrted: to p[Q.y wi.th flopsy. !Jell, 
'L su.ppose i.t WQ.S reQ.l[y the other WQ.Y rou.nd:, bu.t to stop 
flopsy from bou.ncLn9 Q.l[ over hLm, 'Lsfru.nt threw Q. stl.cr.. 
for her to fetch. 

Ke d:td: thLs Q. cou.ple of ttmes, Q.nd: then '.flopsy d:td: 
somethi.n9 whl.ch mQ.d:e me reQ.lLze ju.st how clever she Ls. 
'LnsteQ.d: of ru.nni.nq Q.fter the stl.cr.. Q.nd: bri.n9Ln9 i.t bQ.cr.. to 
'Lsfru.nt, she pl.cr..ed: u.p 'Lsfru.nt Q.nd: CQ.rrLed: hi.mover to 

the stl.cr... Tfmt WQ.Y she hQ.d: 9ot 'Lsfru.nt Q.nd: the stl.cr.. 
bQ.cr.. toqether Q.CjQ.Ln, bu.t Lt hQ.d: only mr..en one jou.rney. 

'L WQ.S Lmpressed:. 'Lsfru.nt WQ.sn't. He went Q.nd: shu.t 
hLmself Ln the fQ.rmhou.se. 

IJQ.terd:Q.y 4th J ewelly 

'L hQ.ve hQ.d: fQ.ther on Q. breQ.d: d:i.et for the [Q.st three d:Q.ys, 
Q.nd: i.t seems to be worr..t.n9 . Ke d:oesn ' t floQ.t 9now when 
we let 90 of hLm. 

'L fLnQ.lly persUQ.d:ed: ArbQ.cr.. to weed: the flower bed: thLs 
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evenLn9 - 'L've been Q.sr..Lnq hLm for weer..s Q.nd: he hQ.s r..ept 
fLnd:i.n9 excu.ses. Ke went ou.t 9ru.mbli.n9, Q.nd: promptly 
tripped: over Q. rQ.bbi.t. 'L'm su.re he d:td: i.t on pu.rpose. Ju.st 
then Bu.mpy CQ.me bQ.cr.. from SQ.nd:ybottom fteld:. Ke 
loor..ed: very worri.ed: Q.M SQ.Loi tfmt the fLeld: WQ.S empty, 
whl.ch WQ.s od:d: for thi.s ti.me of fuy, Q.nd: thQ.t_hi.s rQ.bbi.ts 
hQ.d: 9one mi.ssLn9. 

ArbQ.cr.. mu.st hQ.ve heQ.rd: becQ.u.se he stu.cr.. hLs heQ.d: ou.t 
from Q.mon9st the weed:s Q.nd: sQ.i,d:, '!>.not mLssLn9, ]'1,Q.ster 
Bu.mpy. Ju.st moved:. And: Lf 'L were you. 'L wou.ld:n't step 
bQ.cr..wQ.rd:s.' 

'klhy 9not?' Q.sr..ed: Bu.mpy, steppi.n9 b=r..wQ.rd:s and: 
f Q.lli.n9 over. 

'BecQ.U.Se there's Q. rQ.bbi.t behind: you.,' replLed: ArbQ.cr... 
'Oh, you. 9notl.ced:, ' he Q.oid:ed:. There were rQ.bbi.ts Q.l[ over 
the p[Q.ce, Q.nd: Q.l[ heQ.d:i.n9 for the flower bed:. By the ti.me 
they left you. cou.W Q.CtUQ.lly see Q. few of the flowers I The 
weed:Ln9 i.s 9ettLn9 d:one Q.fter Q.l[, thQ.nr..s to me Q.nd: the 
rQ.bbLts. 

Ai.rsd:Q.y 5th Jewelly 

There WQ.S Q. bi.t of excitement thi.s evenLn9. 'L hQ.d: been 
sent d:own to Li.ttle l'toQ.ni.n9 to see i.f 'L cou.W fLnd: Q.nyone 
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who wan.Uc£ to &u.y &an.mm eg9s. G.n.ow that they are 
spen.i!i.n.9 so mu.eh more ti.me i.n. thei.r coop, we are 
fi.n.i!i.n.9 more e99s while they are still fresh. An.ii there 
wUL &e even. more i.n. Ju.tu.re seei.n.9 as the fox. has &een. 
sorted: ou.t. 

As 1. was wai£i.t1.9 i!own. PCou.9h9n.ome Lan.e, a 9an.9 of 
ru.ffi.an.s W&tlri.t1.9 cCoarw; an.ii hooi!s !:ea.pt ou.t on. me, ti.ei! 
me u.p an.ii pu.t me i.n. a &tll:J. 1. was so su.rpri.sei!, 1. i!i.i!n. ' t 
have ti.me to i!o an.ythi.t1.9 a&ou.t i.t. Then. on.e of them 
sat.ii, 'Ah ha, me h=rty. We &e the press 9an.9 an.ii you. &e 
ju.s t joi.n.ei! the G.n.avy. ' There was somethi.n.9 very 
fami.lvu a&ou.t that voi.ce, &u.t 1. can.'t qu.i.te worl<, ou.t 
what i.t was . 

WeU, 1. wou.Ci!n. ' t have mi.n.i!ei! joi.n.i.n.9 the 9n.avy , &u.t 1. 
i!o lme to i!o thi.n.9s my own. way. 1. man.a9ei! to r=ch the 
li.ttle pai.r of sci.ssors 1. always carry, an.ii 1. cu.t throu.9h 
the ropes. 1. cou.li! h=r the two that were carryi.n.9 me 
starti.n.9 to pu. ff an.ii pan.t as they r=chei! the steep &i.t i.n. 
Plou.9hl:Jn.ome Lan.e, so 1. wai.u.£ u.n.tU they pu.t me i!own. 
for a breather. Then. 1. leapt ou.t of the &tll:J an.ii lai.i! in.to · 
them. (We iii.ii 8elj-Defen.se at the 1.n.sti.tu.te.) That 
su.rpri.sei! them! They ran. off i!own. the hUl &u.t 1. 
man.a9ei! to tri.p u.p on.e of them as they wen.t past. Ke 
was ever so fat - a&ou.t as &i.l:J as my father - an.ii he 
rolled: i!own. the hi.U, l<,n.ocl<,i.n.9 over the others an.ii 
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sen.i!i.n.9 them flyi.t1.9. 

When. 1. 9ot &acl<, from Li.tile M.oan.i.n.9 later (the G.reen. 
G.n.ome has pu.t i.n. a regu.lar ori!er for two i!ozen. e99s, 
an.ii the shop says they will stocl<, them) 1. fou.n.i! my 
father an.ii brothers &ei.n.9 patched: u.p &y my mother. They 
were aU battered: an.ii &ru.i.sei!. Apparently father hail 
fallen. ou.t of the hayloft an.ii lan.i!ei! on. them aU. '.lleaUy, 
they are a clu.msy Cot! 

'.fi.rei!ay 6th JeweUy 

Di.mple i.s even. more battered: 9n.ow I Thi.s afternoon. he 
had: met the fox. who hail a 90 at hi.m for &real<,i.n.9 thei.r 
a9reemen.t. Actu.ally Di.mple 9ot off very li.9htly as the 
fox. hail &rol<,en. aa hi.s teeth tryi.t1.9 .. to &i.te throu.9h 
mother's loaves to 9et at the &an.mms, otherwi.se ou.r 
Di.mple mi.l:Jht have &een. &i.tten.. As i.t was he was on.ly 
9u.mmei!. Di.mple was 9oi.n.9 to complai.n., &u.t 1. poi.n.tei! 
ou.t that i.f he hail taken. flopsy for wal£s hi.msdf, rather 
than. empCoyi.n.9 the fox., he wou.Ci! 9n.ever have 9ot i.n.to 
thi.s mess. Ke hail to a9ree. 

The ra&&i.ts have &tlten. aU the weei!s i.n. the fCower&ei!, 
whi.ch i.s su.per. Un.fortu.n.ately, they have also eaten. the 
9n.astu.rti.u.ms - &u.t we cou.li!n. ' t see them anyway so that 
i!oesn.'t r=Uy cou.n.t - an.ii my father 's prize marrow. 
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l.leU:, 'L d:t.d:n. ' t f..n.ow that tt was t.n. the mi.cid:Ce of the 
fCower&eci, and: from what my father was sayi.n9, t.t was 
so &i.q that we woued: 9n1wer have mana9eci to 9et t.t d:own 
to Lt.ttCe 1'toani.n9 for the An.n.ua[ Show. ('Lt 's tomorrow 
and: there 's a f"at.rl) 

Stoneciay 7th Jewe[[y 

The fai.r was Cots of fun! There was one of the 
9new-fa"'IJCed: hot at.r &a[Coon.s. The man. [t.t a ft.re 
un.cierneath t.t and: the &aU:oon. f[oateci up rt.9ht over our 
heacis - there was a rope to stop t.t fCoati.n9 rt.9ht away. 
He was char9t.n9 people to have rt.d:es i.n t.t. f"atf\_er asf..eci 
me t.f 'L wanted: a rt.d:e. 'L sat.d: , ' '.R.eaU:y father, 'L tht.nr.. t.t 
i.s a waste of money . 'L shatt &e content just to watch.' 

:But :Bumpy ciect.d:eci he was 9oi.n9 to have a ri.cie, so he 
&ou9ht a tt.cr..et - then. chan.9eci ht.s mt.ncil 'L thot.1.9ht that 
was an. even. worse waste of money, so 'L toor.. ht.s pCace. 
(No&ociy e[se woued:.) They puU:eci the &aU:Oon. ciown. so 
that 'L coued: 9et t.n. the &asf..et, then let t.t f[oat up a<Jai.n.. 
That was ft.n.e, &ut father and: :Bumpy coued:n. ' t [eave weU: 
en.ou9h aCon.e and: started: fl.cid:ti."'IJ wi.th the ropes tryt.n9 
to i.mprove the r..nots an.ci &oth ropes came comp[etdy 
[oose. 
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'Lt wcis riither 9nlce h1ivi.IMJ a proper f>aUoon rl.dit. you can 
su for Jar en.oUIJh up there. 

After a whi.Ce 'L r-Ci.sed: tfwot the wt.ml was carryi.lllj me 
out over the sea, so 'L made a Coop i.n the encl of a rope, 
caUljht a pcissi."IJ SEa!JUU: i.n i.t ancl IJOl hi.m to tow me 
&!Kl towiints the f cirm. 

'lt wcis 9etti.lllj .tarr.., ancl the f>iiltoon was tosi."IJ hei.qht 
stelld:Uy by the ti.me we were over Li.ttle J'locini.lllJ, cincl 'l 
ln.ew 'l wout.L hiive to reciuce wei.ljht i.f 'l wcinte4 to r£1Kh 
the Jcirm. (Joie clut the pri.nci.ples of f>iiltooni."IJ i.n 
llemenml Sci.ence cit the 'lnsti.tute.) So 'L unti.elt the f>"ljs 
of scincl tfwot were cirouncl to the f>asut, cincl 'l clropped: 
them off somewhere over PloUIJhlJn.o!""-'s Liin.e. 

Thiit 9cive me en.oUIJh hei.ljht to cleiir the hiiwthorn trees 
before the house. 
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The &a.Uoon. sn.1u19e.c! on. the &a.rn. a.n.d: ti.ppe.c! me out in.to 
the ha.y &efore rl.ppl.n.9 off the roof a.n.d: comi.n.9 to rest t.n. 
8099y&o9 ft.e[ti. 'L wa.s just &rushl.n.9 the ha.y off me when. 
father, Di.mp[e, Jon.a.Fi. a.n.ti Cin.099i.n. ea.me i.n. from the en.ii 
of Pwu9h9n.ome's Lane, ca.rryi.n.9 Bumpy &etween. them. 
Drun.r.. 'L ex.pectl 

Un.ere Dusty ha.s &een. compCa.i.n.i.11.1.J a.9a.t.n.. He sa.i.d:, ' 'L &e. 
sure i.t's ha.rt! on. the mU[, they sa.Us 9oi.n.9 so fa.st.' 

'Don't you mea.n. ·tfi.a.t t.t ' s ha.rt! on. the mU[er , Un.ere 
Dusty? ' 'L sa.i.d: wi.th a. [a.u9h. He a.ctua.lly ha.s to worr.. a. 
&i.t 9n.ow, rather tha.n. fi.d:d:[e a.round: Hr..e he used: to. But 
he ha.ii to a.d:mi.t tha.t he ha.s a.[most fi.n.1.shed: the year 's 
9ri.n.1Hn.9 - months a.he.a.ii of sched:uCe. The wi.n.d: seems to 
&e. pt.cr..t.n.9 up, a.n.d: 'L ca.n. hea.r the mU[ crea.r..i.n.9 from my 
room. l'tust cheer.. the tra.n.smi.ssi.on. tomorrow! 

l'tud:tia.y 9th Jewelly Un.c;[e Dusty 9roun.d: the Ca.st of the 
corn. thl.s morn.i.n.9 I Thi.s wa.s just a.s we[[, a.s the mi.I! 
co[Ca.pse.c! thl.s afternoon.. 'Lt wa.s a. shame tha.t Un.cCe 
Dusty wa.s i.n. i.t a.t the ti.me. Sti.ll, he's 9n.ot hurt much 
a.n.d: he ca.n. ta.U... 'L he.a.rt! hi.m sa.y, 'Te[[ 'Ln.9ri.d: tha.t 'L 
ha.ve remem&ered: why 'L used: to run. the mi.I! so sww[y .' 
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IJe'll d:i.l.J hi.m out tomorrow i.f i.t tioesn.'t ra.i.n.. 

Treestia.y 1 Oth Jewe[[y 

'Lt ra.i.n.e.c! a.I! tia.y. As everyone wa.s stucr.. t.n.st.d:e the 
farmhouse - except for Un.ere Dusty who i.s stt.ll stucr.. 
t.n.st.tie the mt.ll - 'L or9a.n.t.se.c! a. 9a.me of Cin.omopo[y a.n.d: 'L 
won.. Actua.[[y, most of the tt.me there wa.s omy me a.n.d: 
'.Ftopsy pCa.yl.n.9, a.n.d: 'L ha.ii to ta.f<.e her 9oes for her. 
'.Everyone e.Cse ha.ii 9on.e &a.n.r..rupt a.n.d: d:ropped: out &efore 
we'd: ha.rti[y started:. 

After [un.ch my mother sa.i.d: to m:fl', ''Ln.9ri.d: , you ha.ve 
&een. here 9n.ea.r[y a. month, a.n.d: you stt.ll haven. ' t vi.si.teti 
!ire.at Aunt Ha[fya.rd: over a.t Doom[a.tien..' 

'But mother, wha.t a.&out the woo[ .. ' Jon.a.Fi. &e9an.. 

'Yes, of course.I 'L ha.ii for9otten. the woo[,' mother 
l.n.terrupted: hi.m. 'IJe ha.ve some woo[ to send: her, d:on.'t 
we? An.ii won 't tt &e. a. wve[y waU.. throu9h Da.rr..wood: for 
'Ln.9ri.d:? ' 

1:.very&otiy a.9reed: i.t wa.s a wvdy wa.U.., &ut 
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u.n.fortu.na.tety they were aU too bu.sy to come aCon.q thi.s 
a.ftern.oon.. 

-".ctu.a.Uy, i.t wa.sn.'t a. very 9n.t.ce wa.U.. a.t a.U throu.9h 
Da.rrt.wooii, thoU<Jh Lt mL!Jht ha.ve bun. on. a. su.n.n.y iia.y. As 
!.t wa.s, wi.th i.t bei.n.q a. iia.mp d:i.sma.C iia.y, Da.rrt.wooii wa.s 
a.Cmost pi.tch bCa.crt. a.net 'L cou.Cii ha.rd:Cy su a.n.ythi.n.9. 
-".bou.t ha.Cf wa.y throU<Jh, '.llopsy ea.me bou.n.iii.n.q u.p a.net 
wa.n.teii to sta.rt pCa.yi.n.9 (she mu.st ha.ve ru.n. a.fter me 
from the hou.se), bu.t 'L bi.ff Eli her off me a.s she wa.s a.U 
wet, a.net sent her ba.crt. home. 

G.rea.t -".u.n.t Ka.Cfya.rii wa.s very pCea.seii to see me, thou.9h 
she cou.Ciin. ' t u.n.iier.sta.n.ii why 'L ha.ii brou.9ht her three 
ba.CCs of wooC. She sumeii su.rpri.seii when. 'L toect her 'L ha.ii 
come throu.9h Da.rrt.wooii. '1\u.t my iiea.r, iii.iin. ' t they tEU 
you. a.bou.t the 9rea.t wt.crt.Eii woCf tha.t roa.ms i.n. the 
wooiis, ea.ti.n.q tra.v&Uers?' 

'G.n.o,' 'L sa.i.ii. ''L expect i.t ha.s 9on.e. Di.iin.'t ea.t me, Iii.ii 
i.t?' 'L ea.me ba.crt. throu.9h Da.rrt.wooii, a.net '.llopsy ea.me 
bou.n.iii.n.9 u.p a.9a.i.n. iietermi.n.eii to ha.ve a. 9ooii oect rou.9h 
a.net tu.mbCe . 'WeU, wi.th a.CC tha.t wa.U..i.n.9 to iio, 'L iimn."t 
fee[ Cl.rt.& pCa.yi.n.9, so 'L 9a.ve her one of my fa.n.cy ju.iio 
throws a.net she toort. the hi.n.t. SUCy oect flopsy I 

-".i.rsiia.y 12th JeweUy 
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'We were ha.Cf - wa.y throu.9h iii.99!.n.q Un.cCe Du.sty ou.t of the 
mi.CC when. the tra.veUi.n.9 Ceprecha.u.n. , Sea.mus Sosma.U, 
a.ppea.reii Ln. the ya.rii. 'Su.re a.n.ii be9ona.I ' he ex.cCa.i.meii, 
Coort.i.n.9 a.t the ru.i.n.eii m!.U, the roofCess ba.rn., brort.en. pLIJ 
sty, the stri.ppeii ea.rth of the fCower bed:, a.n.ii.a.t my poor 
fa.mUy. Jon.a.h 's 9n.ose sti.U red: from tha.t 9n.a.sty coect he 
ca.u.9ht a.Con.9 wi.th hi.s fi.sh, G.n.o99i.n. 's bru.i.ses on.Cy ju.st 
sta.rti.n.9 to fa.lie, 11u.mpy's hen.ii i.n. ba.n.iia.9es (somethi.n.9 
feU on. hi.m on. the wa.y home from the '.Fa.i.r - he wa.sn. ' t 
iiru.n.rt. a.fter a.U), Di.mpCe stUC 9n.u.rsi.n.9 the bCa.crt. eye tha.t 
the fox. 9a.ve hi.m, a.net of cou.rse, Un.cCe Du.sty 's Ce<Js 
stt.crt.i.n.9 ou.t from the pi.CE of ru.bbCe. 'There's been. a. 
hu.nt.ca.n.el 1\u.t 'L iimn. ' t su the si.9n.s of Lt i.n. 
G.n.omebrm9e, ' sa.m 11.r. Sosma.CC. 

'Vi.oCet 's 9n.ot been. there,' sa.i.ii fa.ther . Kow typt.ca.C of 
hi.m to thi.n.rt. of me i.n. the mi.list of ou.r troubCes. 'L smi.Ceii 
a.t hi.m a.net sa.i.d:, 'You. ca.n. show me on. the ma.p Ca.ter, 
fa.ther.' 

'Su.re a.net Lt seems to me you couect iio wi.th 9etti.n.9 
yoursdves some 9ooii Cucrt., ' sa.i.ii Sea.mus. 

'G.n.o. 'Wha.t we 9n.eeii to iio, i.s to 9et ri.ii of our &a.ii Cucrt., ' 
a.n.swereii my fa.ther. 'Perha.ps you. ca.n. heCp. ' 
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f'ather Ceci Sea.mus SosmaU off to the farmhouse an.et Ceft 
us to carry on. d:i.q9!.n.9 out Un.cCe nusty. We aU wor~ 
qui.te hard: , an.ii had: cl:eareii iiown. to the hea.ct an.ii 
shouCc!ers when. it was time to stop for tun.eh. The 
Cepnchaun. was tea.v!.n.9 as we wen.t in.. 

'Sure an.et iion.'t worry yoursdf, l"tr. '.Bottomtow, sir, ' he 
sat.et. 'Everyth!.n.9 wut worfl. out just fin.&. :But remember, 
9n.o peefl.i.n.91' Ke stood: asi.cte to Cet me past an.et sat.et, 
'G.ooctbye, n t stress 'Ltl.IJri.d:, it was !.n.terest!.n.9 fl.n.ow!.n.9 
you .' 

'Aren 't you comitl.IJ bacfl. then., l"tr SosmaU? ' 'L asfl.ect, but 
he just waved: . 

We fin.I.shed: d:i.q9!.n.9 Un.cCe nusty out thi.s even.i.n.9. Apart 
from bei.n.9 rather bad:-t&mpered: an.et a bit squashed:, he 
wa.s perfectty att ri.qht. no you Ii.now, he'd: ea.ten. ha.tf the 
9r!.n.d:ston.e whUe he had: bun. stucli. then! 

f'i.reiiay 13th Jewetty 

'L have bun. th!.n.li.!.n.9 a.bout the prnbtems that we had: 
wi.th the wi.n.d:m!.tt , a.n.d: 'L have had: a brW.La.n.t i.ctea. . 'L 
expta!.n.ed: Lt a.Lt to my fa.mUy when. 'L ea.me in. for my 
mi.d:-morn.Ln.9 bnali. an.ii they were s!.tt!.n.9 mi.in.ii the ta.bCe 
havin.9 brea.li.fast. 
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'We am 90!.tl.IJ to butlc! Un.cCe nusty a wat&rmutl ' 'L 
a.n.n.oun.ced:, 'an.et before you t&tt me there 's 9n.o water, 
'L 've a.tr&acty thoU!Jht of that. k1e'tt d:i.q a can.at from the 
nrtbb[e through to the bottom corn.er of the yard: - we'tt 
have the mut pon.ct then with d:ucli.s on. ... ' 

'Just a ml.nut&, ' my mother !.n.t&rrupt&d: me. 'Tha.t ' tt 
mean. that the can.at 9oes thrnu9h the farmhouse. ' 

'An.ii across San.iiybottom fLetct. l"ty ra.bbi.ts ' hoCes wi.tt be 
ftooct&iil' protested: :Bumpy. 

' 'Lt' tt rui n. the f!.sh!.tl.IJ on. the nr!.bbte,' compta!.n.ed: Jon.ah. 

'The to9n.9 boats wut 9et stra9n.cteii in. the mut po9n.ct,' 
wheezed: G.ran.iima. G.n.utson.. 

'The ftour wouCc! 90 att so99y in. a watermUt,' sat.et Un.de 
nusty. 

'Stop I' shout&ct my father. ''L 've atrea.iiy asli.&ct noct9er 
an.et '.Bo'iiger the butlc!ers to come an.ii nbu!.Cc! the 
w!.n.d:mut. :But anyway, aren 't you aU for9ett!.n.9 that we 
have got our 'Ln.9ri.ct a present as a reward: for att that she 
has lion.& for us? ' 
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Everybod:y relaxed: and: Coor..ed: at me and: smi.Ced:. 'Jhey 
are a CoveCy f ami!y, reaCCy I Tather went to the cupboard: 
and: came bacr.. wt.th a 9t.ft-wrapped: scroCC for me. 'L 
wond:er where he 9ot i.t from. 

'Can 'L open t.t? ' 'L was so ex.ct.ted:. 

'linot here! ' sa!.<i my father qutcr..Cy. 'Tht.s Ls sometht.n9 
spect.aCCy for you. Open i.t t.n your room Cater . ' 

Later ... kleCC, so here 'Lam and: here 's the scroCC. 'L wond:er 
what t.t could: be? A treasure map? 11.y Certt.f wate from 
the 'Lnstt.t..4te of linome Economws wt.th t.CCumt.nated: 
Cettert.n9? A health and: wealth speCC from Seamus 
SosmaCC? An early '.llt.rthd:ay scroCC? A trwr.. scroCC fuCC of 
Ltcht.n9 powd:er? 

Oh weCC, onCy one way to JLnd: out. X.nowLn9 how my 
famt.Cy fee[ about me, 'L 'm sure Lt wt.CC be a wond:erfuC 
surprt.sel 
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