





























CREATURES OF THE WILDS
Changeling

Changelings are, indeed, a curious species. As they are shapeshifters, it is

difficult to describe their true form. However, there is one shape that is

apparently available to all changelings — or at least in all of those
encountered thus far. In that form,
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The changelings’ movements seem
jerky and erratic, yet the creatures
seem to be in control of their actions.

In battle, the changeling assumes the
shapes of its opponent or flora! In
these forms, the changeling has the
strengths and abilities of these other
creatures, including any toxins they
might be able to employ. In what
must be assumed is its natural form,
the changeling bounces about the area and then suddenly leaps at its
opponent with it huge tooth-filled maw opened widely. No one has had the
opportunity to learn exactly what it is that allows a changeling to shapeshift
or what makes it act as it does, for it fights viciously to the death.
Moreover, the creature disappears when it dies, making study impossible.

Troll

Trolls are large, lumbering bipedal
creatures, standing half again as tall as a
man. Their skin color ranges from a
pale green to an olive or tan, and they
wear little in the way of clothing. Trolls
move quite slowly, as if they must first
decide where to place each foot before
taking a step — though anyone who has
watched a troll move through a small
community, stepping on whatever is
underfoot, knows better than to think a
troll is careful. There are those who
speculate that trolls are the offshoot of
an ancient tribe of particularly evil and
stupid Zealans, though none of the
ancient tomes in Tenebrae support that
theory.

Trolls fight poorly, being so slow and bulky. However, their solid strength
means certain death for most who are careless enough to be struck. All
trolls use clubs, usually pulled from dead vegetation, though even their
powerful fists are enough to deliver a tremendous blow.

Seeker

The seeker is nothing more than an
abomination of nature. One large eye
floats about connected to a huge,
snapping mouth via a thick red
membrane. It is hoped that this
creature is the result of a magical
concoction, but others claim that
seekers are the living remains of the
Destroyer, as foretold by the one who
called himself the Guardian.

The seeker seems to be neither
herbivore nor carnivore — no one has

ever seen it eat. The creature simply hovers about until it sights a target and
then launches into a furious assault of gnashing teeth. Yet no scholar has
ever been able to explain the seeker’s sole purpose of wanton destruction. It
does not eat, and yet nothing eats it. Even in death the seeker mocks other
life, exploding into . myriad of sharp bone and cartilage that can be faral to
those caught within the radius of its devastating blast.

UNDEAD AND SUPERNATURAL CREATURES

Aerial Servant

Many people who die before they finish important tasks become spirits
bound to the welfare of others. Unlike ghosts, for whom the Titans have no
use, aerial servants function as messengers and assistants to Stratos.
Moreover, aerial servants do not possess the same dark gray appearance of
their counterparts, the ghosts, seeming instead to be made up of simple
currents of air.

Aerial servants do not attack others, whether they are living or otherwise.
However, they are usually loyal to the Theurgists who summon them,
obeying their commands to the best of their abilities. Some say that aerial
servants can affect the objects they touch, temporarily changing the objects
into air currents as well. This way, the aerial servant is able to transport
otherwise solid objects through the smallest wall chinks and such.




Daemon

Those consumed by flame, either in life
or death, or are slain by another
daemon, become servants and warriors
for the Lord of Flame and his followers.
Daemons are bipedal creatures with
mottled and scaly skin, sporting sharp
claws and talons. Atop their heads are
two horns, while coarse brown fur
covers their legs.

These hideous beasts are terrible tools
of destruction. With their powerful
arms and sharp fangs and claws, they
rend their victims with razor-like ability. According to the few witnesses
who have seen a daemon attack, the victims scream of the burning pain
that comes from each strike, and legend maintains that daemons can even
hurl destructive balls of flame. As fire is their primary tool, daemons seem
immune to the effects of flame themselves, and their thick scales make
them nearly impervious to the common blade.

Ghost

Ghosts, also known as wraiths, are the
disembodied spirits of those who died
so tragically that even the Titans have
no use for them. They appear as twisted
shapes of gray floating above the
ground. Tied to the general location of
their demise, ghosts rarely travel far in
search of victims. They consume life
forces to give them strength. Ghosts
have complete control over their
visibility, often remaining invisible
until prey is near enough to scare.

Feeding on the spirits of the living, wraiths attack with a draining touch
that leaves the victim weak of body and will. Armor is useless against their
attack, and weapons without some sort of enchantment cannot hurt them.
Legend claims that some of the Necromantic magics may affect a ghost, but
I doubt there is any evidence to support the supposition. Note that a
ghost’s non-corporeal nature permits it to access many areas sealed to
ordinary folk.

Ghoul

Ghouls are the animated corpses of the recently dead. Wearing nothing
more than the clothing in which they were interred, ghouls — or zombies —
are extremely slow in both thought and action. Unlike skeleton warriors, the
ghouls’ function is far less oriented towards combat, and they begin their
service as soon as they make their way to the Mountain King’s domain.

However, when sacred areas such as the
cemetery are disrurbed, ghouls are there
to confront the trespasser. Fortunately
for the perpetrator, movement for
ghouls is extremely difficult and
painful, rendering them poor
combatants. An ironic twist to the
ghouls’ nature is that they consume the
flesh of their prey, thus making it
impossible for the victims ever to reach
Lithos and serve him.

Minion of the Lurker

The Tempests tell us that those whose
bodies fall dead in the water, whether by drowning or other means,
tragically face service not with Lithos, but with Hydros, the Lurker. Little
is known about the vile minions, for they do not walk upon the land and
no one has dared to enter the Lurker’s domain to view them up close. The
few glimpses that have been seen reveal a large, fish-like head filled with a
row of sharp teeth. It is assumed that the transformation into this
disgusting beast takes some time, though how much is unknown.

There is no record of anyone surviving a direct encounter in the water with
a minion, though some of the fishing folk have managed to avoid the
creatures by remaining in their boats. It is unknown whether minion
victims are consumed or dragged deep below the waves to become minions
themselves.

Skeleton Warrior

The remains of warriors from ages past, skeletons are the servants of Lithos

and the Necromancers who follow him. Their body and spirits, passed to

the Mountain King during interment, are held in waiting until needed.

However, they still carry with them the accouterments of their fighting
days: axes, swords, shields, armor and

l “ | so forth.
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Though dead, these animated skeletons
are extremely agile and strong, often
felling a man before he can even strike.
They are brainless, yet seem to retain
much of the fighting skill they
possessed in life. Skeletons attack only
with their ancient weapons, which are
oft times filthy with disease-ridden
decay. As they are already dead and
serve only a single function, skeleton
warriors attack relentlessly until
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destroyed.




C ompiling this information took considerably more
effort than I first expected. The project began at first

as idle curiosity — I merely wanted to know more about
spellcasting. I contacted the leader of each of the four types
of magic — Necromancy, Tempestry, Theurgy and Sorcery —
and requested that they convey what information they
could to me. The Theurgists and Necromancer complied
readily. The Tempest responded via her seneschal, who
informed me that Our Lady Mordea was occupied with too
many “important” matters to concern herself with my
trivia. Equally frustrating, the Master Sorcerver was quite
reluctant to reveal much about spells of Fire, only sending
what he did after becoming completely assured I was up to
no nefarious plotting.

Fortunately, Mythran knows quite a lot about magic and
spells, as I suspected, and was extremely helpful in filling
in the gaps left by Lady Mordea and Malchir. Indeed, 1
learned from Mythran that be, himself, has acquired the
ability to cast snippets of the other types of magic. Though
I do not mistrust his words, I do think it strange that he
mentions reagents for his spells the likes of which I hawve
never seen. Nevertheless, what follows is Mythran’s

explanation of magic in his own words.

A TREATISE
by Mythran the Thaumaturge

My years of research in the field of magic have led me to the conclusion
that all magic is simply the manifestation of a being’s will, superimposed
upon reality, through the means of etheric emanations. Furthermore, I
propose that such emanations are truly limited only by the imagination and
willpower of the entity in question.

Certain rituals and words can assist the caster in visualizing the desired
effect, just as certain physical objects can lend power, stability and shape to
the caster’s will. These props are not always necessary for beings of
considerable power or intellect, but are useful for most spellcasters.

Following is a detailed analysis of the styles of spellcrafting that I have been
able to observe in this world — Necromancy, the rituals of death;
Tempestry, the power of the Water and storms; Theurgy, the discipline of
attuning the spirit; Sorcery, the craft of destruction; and what I call
Thaumaturgy, my personal study of magic.

A WORD ON CASTING

All spells, save the seemingly innate abilities of the Tempests, require a
ritual of some sort before casting. The rituals, or props as I called them
earlier, are each of varying duration, and sometimes are performed long
before the actual spell is cast. In addition, the rituals all require from one to
three of the following components: spell books, foci or reagents.

Effectively, spell books are used as sources for spell formulae. These books
describe the rituals, foci or reagents necessary to cast the spells, as well as
explaining the results of success and, sometimes, the results of failure.

Foci are material items used to bind and release magical energy. Sometimes
they do nothing more than enhance the caster’s ability to concentrate, that
is, focus on his or her spell. Other foci store the energy in the form of
charges, allowing the caster to prepare
much of the spell beforehand and then
simply release the energy when necessary.
At the very least, foci serve to channel the
etheric waves into usable power.

Finally, reagents are the disposable
components of casting. They are natural
materials consumed when the spell is cast.
Sometimes the spell caster scatters the
reagents about the affected area, while
other times they are simply mixed together
in precise proportions.



NECROMANCY

Within all living things is a magical energy or life-force.
However, once the life has passed from a body, a by-
product of the life-force, emitted as etheric waves,
remains inside. Lithos, the Titan of Earth, imbues those
of his choice with the insight and fortitude to have some
power over death and Earth.

The focus of a Necromantic spell is a small pouch filled
with the reagents required to cast the spell. These
reagents are easily obtainable as they are bits and pieces
of the land and of those who once lived upon it.

REAGENTS
Reagent Purpose Notes
Blood Movement/ The essence of life, reft from the
Animation body, serves as a reminder of
mortality.
Bone Summoning/ The source of blood is also,
Communication  strangely enough, the source of
the will, and remembers the life
it once embraced.
Wood Preservation/ Almost ageless, a time-aided tree
Binding can be stronger than the hardest
rock.
Diret Protection The plant grows from the womb

of the land, its roots deeply
embedded in the safety of soil.
This fungus is black in hue, dark
in purpose and shaped like the
head-covering of its namesake.

Executioner’s Hood Death

Blackmoor Power This is an odd mixture of the
element of Earth and the
mysterious Blackrock.

RITUALS

Mask oF DEATH (Quas Corp)

By this ritual, the Necromancer may assume a state of near-death that will
appear as actual death. The Necromancer is completely cognizant, and can
dispel the effects at any time.

Reagents: Wood, Executioner’s Hood

CALL QUAKE (K] Vas Ylem Por)
This ritual cayses the very earth to rise up and heave.
Reagents: Bloo, Bone; Wood, Blackmoor

DEATH SPEak (Kal Wis Corp)

This ritual briefly returns a semblance of life to a deceased body and allows
the Necromancer to converse with the spirit of the once living. However, if
the being has nor undergone certain preparations before death, this spell is
quite a painful experience, usually rendering the subject incoherent.
Reagents: Blood, Bone

Rock FLESH (Rel Sanct Ylem)

With this ritual, the Necromancer gains an innate resistance to damage by
transforming the very flesh into a substance as strong as stone.

Reagents: Wood, Dirt

Summon DEAD (Kal Corp Xen)

This spell summons from the Earth a number of dead warriors to serve the
Necromancer as guardians. They are mindless, attacking anyone not
endowed with the power of Necromancy. Though it is possible to summon
armies of the walking dead, I have never seen more than one appear.
Reagents: Blood, Bone, Wood

OPEN GROUND (Des Por Ylem)

When cast near a tombstone, this ritual, under the guidance of a
Necromancer, shapes the ground and stone. Most often, however, it is
merely used to create a grave or open a weakened wall of rock.
Reagents: Blood, Blackmoor

CREATE GOLEM (In Ort Ylem Xen)

This spell calls up a creature made of Earth, generally in the shape of a
man, to perform the bidding of the caster. It follows a few terse commands,
usually understanding statements to retrieve or open things.

Reagents: Blood, Bone, Wood, Dirt, Blackmoor

WiTHSTAND DEATH (Vas An Corp)

By means of this preparation ritual, the Necromancer returns from death
once (and only once), with all ailments removed and in full health.
Reagents: Wood, Dirt, Blackmoor

GRANT PEACE (In Vas Corp)

This potent ritual calls upon the bailiwick of the Necromancer, that being
death. The recipient, if the undead of Earth, instantly reverts to the lifeless
corpse it was before becoming animated. If cast upon the fully living, the life
force of the recipient is momentarily severed from the body, often resulting
in death, but in some instances, causing only temporary confusion.
Reagents: Executioner’s Hood, Blackmoor




TEMPESTRY

This power is purely and simply the ability to control
the Water and storms. It is an inherited trait, and
therefore little is known about it. We do know some of
the powers displayed to date by the ruling nobility of
Tenebrae. Since I do not know the actual names of the
powers, I will merely list what I have observed.

POWERS OF TEMPESTRY .

I have seen a trained Tempest walk upon the Water as if
upon dry land, breathe Water as easily as Air, create and
calm windy storms, still the turbulent seas, cause clouds

to skid across the sky with preternatural agility, and send
great bolts of lightning to strike those deemed unworthy

of life.

Note that the Tempest requires no components, foci or magical
incantations, as all etheric waves are amplified and channeled by Hydros,
the Titan of Water.

THEURGY

The Order of Enlightenment from which issued this
magical discipline believes that to purify oneself and
focus the inner energies of the mind eliminates the need
to find power in the world around. Therefore these
mages require no reagents of any sort.

However, in the process of becoming attuned to Stratos,
the Titan of Air, small silver tokens representing the
spells become necessary. These tokens are the doorways
to power for the Novice, unlocked by words of magic.
Once a monk has become an Adept, achieved
“enlightenment,” and then continued studies for several
more years, he or she will find the foci no longer
required and that the power flows from the mind of the
Theurgist unimpeded by physical restraints.

INVOCATIONS

DrvinaTron (In Wis)

This invocation reveals the Theurgist’s location, time of day, day of the
week, and current month.

Focus: Sextant

HEearin ToucH (In Mani)
This is a healing spell, affecting minor wounds.
Focus: Pointing Hand

AERIAL SERvaNT (Kal Ort Xen)

This spell calls 4 whirling being of Air, which will accept the Theurgist’s
directives to manipulate or move any object. An unusual ability of this
creature is that it is able to move an object through solid obstacles, such as
walls and closed doors. i
Focus: Arm Band

REVEAL (Ort Lor)

This spell releases a wave of energy that dispels all forms of invisibility
around the Theurgist.

Focus: Open Eye

RESTORATION (Vas In Mani)

This is a powerful invocation. It restores a living recipient to full health,
eliminating wounds, maiming or disease.

Focus: Open Hand

FADE FROM SIGHT (Quas An Lor)
As the name of this invocation states, the Theurgist becomes completely

invisible to the sight of nearly all mortal beings.
Focus: Closed Eye

AIrR WaLk (Vas Hur Por)

By means of this invocation, the Theurgist is capable of jumping a great
distance with the aid of the surrounding Air. I am told that this is cast the
first time without a focus, when the Theurgist leaps to Windy Point to
speak with Stratos.

Focus: Wings

HEAR TRUTH (An Quas Lor)

This invocation reveals the truth to any lie spoken knowingly to the
Theurgist, as if the Air, itself, were unraveling the thread of the message.
Focus: Chain

INTERVENTION (In Sanct An Jux)

One of the most powerful abilities of the Theurgist is to call into existence
a wall of Air that blocks all damaging forces. While this spell can make the
mightiest sword blow feel like a tap, it will not prevent death from
immersion in lava or drowning in Water.

Focus: Fist

RESURRECTION (Vas An Corp)

The most powerful ability of the Order of Enlightenment is the ability to
restore life to the recently departed. However, the price for this ability is
eternal blindness. I am sure there must be an easier way, but my research has
yielded nothing worthwhile.

Focus: None but blindness and eternal life




SORCERY

Sorcerers deal in magic of Fire and destruction, having
long ago founded the Cabal that bound Pyros, the Titan
of Fire, to their wills. In doing so, they also garnered the
ability to call upon his servants, the daemons.

In the performance of Sorcery, one must use rituals,
reagents, foci, magical words and a specially designed
protective circle, called a pentacle or pentagram for the
five-pointed star confined within. The tremendous
powers of Pyros are released in great gouts of flame, and
only a trained Sorcerer would dare to call upon them.
Even then, the pentacle is required to keep the Sorcerer
from being consumed along with the reagents.

The Sorcerer places the spell’s focus at the pentagram’s
center, the candles at each point around the circle, and
the reagents near the candles, all while intoning the mystic words to shape
the unbound energies. When this ritual enchantment is done, the Sorcerer is
left with a charged (even multiply charged), glowing focus, suffused with the
power of the spell invoked. The spell can then be cast at any time.

REAGENTS
Reagent Purpose Notes

Volcanic Ash Flame The refuse of the volcano has the
property of creating the initial spark
of Fire.

Pumice Distance This rock, cast highest and farthest
from the volcano, retains the etheric
impetus built up in the flight.

Obsidian Duration While seeming to be a fragile, easily
broken substance, it endures the heat
of the volcano.

Pig Iron Protection Iron’s hard yet versatile nature works
in protective Sorcery as no other
reagent can.

Brimstone Power This is the rock that burns or, more
to the point in Sorcery, explodes. A
virtually limitless source of power
dwells within its etheric composition.

Daemon Bone Summoning/ Having taken a hint from the Necro-
Binding mancers, the Cabal found that Bone
does, indeed, retain its tie to life. It is
even useful in the ritual of binding
when enough power is at hand. Dae-
monic forces are summoned and
controlled by use of this reagent.

SPELLCRAFT

EXTINGUISH (A7, Flam)

This spell douses any flame, save the very hottest.
Foci: Symbol, Wand, Rod or Staff

IGNITE (In Flam)
This spell lights the red and black candles placed around the pentagram.
Foci: Symbol, Wand, Rod or Staff

FrasH (Flam Por)

By means of this spell, the Sorcerer can move from one visible place to
another without actually traversing the intervening space. After many years
of practice, a Sorcerer can even move to places visible not only to the eye,
but to memory as well.

Foci: Wand, Rod, Staff or Symbol*

Frame BorLt (In Ort Flam)
This spell shoots a bolt of fire from the caster, burning anything unlucky

enough to be the target of the Sorcerer’s ire.
Foci: Wand, Rod, Staff or Symbol*

ENDURE HEAT (Sanct Flam)

This spell creates a glowing field that allows the Sorcerer to touch any non-
magical flame and remain unhurt. With this spell, a Sorcerer can even
endure the heat of lava if it is solid enough to walk upon.

Foci: Rod, Staff or Symbol*

FIRE SHIELD (In Flam An Por)

With this spell, flames come into existence encircling the Sorcerer. No
tangible creature except a daemon can pass through this flaming barrier,
including the Sorcerer. Anyone foolish enough to try is thrown back and
burned in the bargain.

Foci: Rod, Staff or Symbol*

ARMOR OF FLAMES (Vas Sanct Flam)

This spell bathes the Sorcerer in a corona of magical flames that ward off
all other Fires of magical nature, including those cast by another Sorcerer.
Foci: Rod, Staff or Symbol*

CREATE FIRE (In Flam Ylem)

At the casting of this spell, a fire erupts around the target. Those who are
foolish enough to remain in the blaze will continue to suffer damage until
they step out of the flames.

Foci: Staff or Symbol*

EXPLOSION (Vas Ort Flam)
This is much like the Flame Bolt spell, but with considerably larger and
more devastating effects.

Foci: Staff or Symbol*




SumMmMoN DAEMON (Kal Flam Corp Xen)

This ritual of binding will summon a daemon to arrack one foe of the
Sorcerer’s designation. The dangerous nature of this spell lies in the fact
that if no victim is specified as soon as the creature appears, the daemon
will attack the Sorcerer.

Foci: Daemon Talisman or Symbol*

BANISH DAEMON (An Flam Corp Xen)

As the name so plainly states, this spell will usually return a daemon to its
home in the Fire of the volcano. Unfortunately, even the most skilled
Sorcerers have been known to perform an unsuccessful banishment.

Foci: Daemon Talisman or Symbol*

CONFLAGRATION (Kal Vas Flam Corp Xen)

This is the most powerful ritual that the Sorcerer’s Cabal has revealed. If
any greater exists, only they know about it. By use of this spell, a malicious,
daemonic force of destructive nature manifests near the caster, where it
then commences to wreak savage destruction on all things near the
Sorcerer.

Foci: Daemon Talisman or Symbol*

*Note: As it is not the most stable focus for these spells, the Sorcerer’s
symbol of the pentagram will be able to retain only one charge.

THAUMATURGY

Thaumaturgy is the term I use to define the collection of
spells that I have learned over time. Put quite simply,
Thaumaturgy borrows and steals a bit from each of the
other magics, choosing the clear path of chaos rather
than becoming too well defined and stagnant. Much like
Sorcerers, I enchant items with the power of reagents
and the mind.

Any Thaumaturge who knows the business may craft
spells, scrolls, potions or various other implements of
magic. There is almost nothing that I cannot do through
the use of this form of magic, as it does not confine
itself to a style.

In Thaumaturgy, the foci are the actual spell books that contain the
formulae and references to the reagents required for the spell. In addition,
enchanted, single-use scrolls that require no other components can also be
used to cast spells. Most of the spells from the other forms of magic can be
distilled to their basics and put into scrolls and books as well — by a
Thaumaturge of sufficient skill, that is.

REAGENTS

These unusual reagents are used in combination with those Jfrom other disciplines.

Reagent Purpose Notes

Eye of Newt Sight/ This aids a mage in focusing the
Knowledge inner eye within the mind.

Bat Wing Life/ The flesh, bone and blood found
Creatures in this structure serve as an

excellent lodestone to the
essence of life.

Serpent Scale Destruction/ The poison in the mouth of
Separation this beast seeps into the flesh
and corrupts the scales, giving
them the magical ability to act
as a destructor of bonds.

Dragon Blood Great Power So powerful is this creature that
the blood burns as if aflame.
Precise measurements of this are
wise, for too much and the
magic will go dangerously awry.




ENCHANTMENTS

CONFUSION BLAST (In Quas Wis)

This causes a release of etheric energies, inflicting no real physical damage.
but causing all combatants near the Thaumaturge to forget completely the
present combat.

Reagents: Eye of Newt, Bat Wing, Serpent Scale, Obsidian, Brimstone

SuMMON CREATURE (Kal Xen)

This highly variable spell magically calls a creature to the Thaumaturge’s
defense. The type of creature that appears is not automatically under the
control of the caster, depending upon creature’s vicinity and the caster’s
power.

Reagents: Bat Wing, Pumice, Obsidian, Bone

CarL DESTRUCTION (Kal Vas Grav Por)

This spell causes bolts of lightning and destructive explosions to cascade
around the Thaumaturge, unerringly striking any visible foes.
Reagents: Serpent Scale, Dragon Blood, Ash, Pig Iron, Executioner’s
Hood

DEVASTATION (In Vas Ort Corp)

This spell, first formulated by what could only have been an insane mage, is
designed to disrupt the very fabric of life throughout the world. All
creatures and beings, save the crazed Thaumaturge who casts this spell, face
instant eradication. As far as I can tell, there has never been a successful
casting of this spell.

Reagents: Bat Wing, Serpent Scale, Dragon Blood, Pig Iron,
Executioner’s Hood, Blackmoor, Brimstone

METEOR SHOWER (Kal Des Flam Ylem)

Rocks, summoned from unseen heights, cascade in a fiery torrent upon
friends and foes alike — only the caster remains untouched.

Reagents: Ash, Dirt, Serpent Scale, Brimstone, Blackmoor

hough I had initially intended this work to act as a grand

reference for future scholars, I realize now that much of this is
foo inconsequential for such a treatise. It is the result of my
fascination with people of the present as well as the past. To those
students who cannot use the dated words within this text, I hope
at least that I have provided a little insight to the times as they
are now, so that historical essays compiled long after I have gone
to serve the Mountain King may benefit from these idle
observations. To the sages of the next generations, I offer my
salutations and best wishes. This, my small gift of knowledge, is

the greatest offering I can give. @ 1
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