
2 r day of tfie 11 tfi nwntli of tfie year 13 7 

erein is aetaifu{ the oayssey of liis :Majesty Lora 'Britisli as recortfea by 
'l{?moli, scribe to the court of Lora 'Britisli. 'Witli us on tliis journey into 
the uncliartea V.naerworU venture tlie f:Jt.iglits 5lrionis, :Menain, 

~------ <jeraci, Sliaana, 9\[pin, ana 1Win. 

~ t tfawn, we set off on our skiff aown tlie 1?jver :Maelstrom, east of Spiritwoocl 
~ 'Before the faffs, we pause to remember the brave men wlio aiscoverea tliis en­
trance into tlie V.ntferworU. '11ien we cast off ana repeat tlieir p[unge into tlie {igfit­
fess unaergrouna waterway. 'We fana our boat on tlie western sliore of a great [al(g.. 
'Ifie cavern '.s fow ceifing liangs cfose over us ana tlie liumUity i.s oppressive. 

5lrionis ana <jeraci erect a wooaen sign commemorating our ezyeaition. '11ie rest of 
us repair tlie aamage to our skiff inf[ictea 6y tlie subterranean rapUfs tliat carriea 
us liere. 

'We embark_ again, foflowing a naviga6[e stream soutfi. 5Ifter a sliort ii.stance, a 
tributary branclies off to tlie east, but we continue soutfi. 'Ifie cavern waffs now 
tower above us, aimfy reffecting our torcfi[igfit. 

'Ifie current grows stronger ana tlie crasliing souna of torturea water steaaiiy in­
creases. 5lbruptfy, the river turns a sliarp bencl '11ie roar grows painfu«y foua as our 
skiff careens tfown agreat fa«. 5l storage cask_break,J foose ana f:Jt.ock,J :Menain out of 
tlie boat auring our fa«. '11ie skiff fantfs ffooau{, but miracufous[y uprigfit. 'We arag 
tlie unconscious :Menain back_ into tlie boat ana retrieve tlie cask., !He revives as we 
row west, past a soutliern tributary. 

'11ie river sfows as we arrive at anotlier fork., 'We continue nortfi, fiugging tlie water­
liewn stone wa« on our rigfit. 5ls tlie river swings back_ to tlie soutfiwest, we liear tfie 
souna of approacliing wateifa«s. Qgickjy we fana tlie boat on the soutliern sliore. 
<jeraci sets off to ezyfore a promising passage tfirougfi tlie rock,J to tlie soutlieast. On 
returning, slie reports tfiat tlie natura[ fissure sfopes aownwara steep[y, but rejoins tfie 
river beyona tlie treaclierous faffs. 'We portage our skiff arouna tlie faffs witfi fittfe 
rfifficufry ana are once again on our way. 'Jll)fiife tlie aay wanes tliousantfs of feet 
above us, tlie river empties into a ca[m [al(g., stretcfiing out beyona our sigfit into tlie 
mur/(y gfoom. 'We row soutfi by soutlieast, f oflowing tlie sliore. 



Jt mu.Jffea scream, a fieavy spfasfi are our first omens of tfanger. 'We a{[ stare at tfie 
stern wfiere, moments before, tfie raven fiairea K_nigfi.t Sfiaana sat. :Meritfin quicf:Jy 
intones two wortfs of magic, ana tfie fakg arouna us ezywaes in figfi.t, Minaing us mo­
mentarify. 'We see a fiUfeous ebony creature, twice as farge as our skiff witfi.Sfi.aana 
dutcfiea in one of its sfimy tentacfes. Jt{reatfy aozens of yartfs away, it is retreating 
ten paces furtfier witfi every fi.eartbeat . 

.Lora 'Britisfi. stritfes to tfie stern antf stretcfies liis arms towara tfie receaing monstros­
ity. In a voice as cfear as crystal in a tone as urgent as tfie wintf, fie spea~ seven 
wortfs. 'We tfo not comprefiena tfieir meaning, but we witness tfieir impact. 'Ifie squitf 
creature pu«s up suaaen{y. Jt wrencfi.ing noise tears tfirougfi tfie aanK_air. Jt farge 
wave passes unaer our boat. 'Ifie squitf creature Fi.as been vanquisfietf. 'Ifie {igfit from 
:Meritfin 's spe{[ f atfes, ana new torcfi.es are fit to rep face tfiose aroppetf in panic. 
Sfiaana, araggetf from tfie water, now sfeeps at fier pface upon tfie boat's stern. Our 
King rests afso, aeep in tfie meaitation of tfie virtues. 'We row on. 

'Eventua{{y, at tfie soutfiern sfiore of tfie [akg, we foflow tfie westernmost of two itfen­
ticaf-wof\.jng streams. 'We ezyfure severa[ fana passages awng tfie way, but tfiey a{[ 
prove to be aeaa entfs. 'Ifie river turns nortfi, fwws on a wfiife, ana tfien peroersefy 
turns soutfi. Our first tfay 's journey entfs at tfiis juncture. 

~e wakgn to a morning as aarK_as tfie bfacK_est of nigfi.ts. Our campfire is a 
~ aamp mouna of coU asfi.es. 'Ifie unaergrouna river Fi.as risen in tfie nigfit, 
soaking tfie meager supp[y of ary wooa we brougfit witfi us. 

Setting out upon tfie waters again, we row soutfi. Scarce[y an Fi.our passes before we 
come upon anotfier waterfa[[, one witli no opportunities for portaging arountf. ~rom 
tfie beacfi, fi.owever, we can see tfie river resuming on[y a few yartfs beyona tfie f a«s. 
'Witfi few options, we brace ourse[ves ana steer over tfie faffs. Jts soon as we are 
rigfi.tetf, tfi.ougfi, tfie coursing water turns abrupt[y ana we p[unge aown anotfier f arL 
Sfiakgn ana bruisetf, tfie group Fi.as barefy enougfi time to secure a firm grip on tfie boat 
before we pfu.nge tfown a tfi.ira cascaae. 

Jtfter a brief respite, we pass over a fourtfi, tfi.ougfi smaffer faffs. ~ina«y, we pass 
into a sma{[, tranquil fakg. 'We fana on tfie soutfi sfiore ana e;r_amine tfie area. 'IFwugfi 
a farge fissure in tfie diff wa«s provitfes a {antf e~jt to tfie soutfi, no navigabfe water­
way £eaves tfie cavern. 'Ifiere is no cfioice: we sfiouUer our remaining provisions ana 
continue on foot tfirou.gfi tfie fissure. 'Ifie rougfi ritfe over tfie fa«s Fi.as diminatetf 



anotfier option: if we ever return '.Britannia, it wi{[ not 6e 6y retracing our steps. 

'Ifie pat/i. feaving tfie cavern is at first swampy anti teaious to wa{/( upon, 6ut tfie way 
6ecomes easier as we feave tfie {a~ 6e/i.ini. Soon tfie pat/i. curves nortli again anti we 
come upon a great cavern witli an uneven roe/( ceuing many stories liigli. 'We are now 

wall(i.ng on yeflow grass-fi/(f. growth. . 

.91. movement 6y Ii.is feet causes .91.rionis to /i.a{t. 'Before we can araw our weapons, a 
great featfiery tentacfe as tliicl(as a man s feg coifs arouna .91.rionis tfien starts aragging 
liim into its unaergrouna fair. 9\[pin arives Ii.is tfeac{{y main gaucfie into tfie tentacfe. 
'I!iick..green ffuii streams from tfie severd tentacfe as it falls away . .91.s .91.rionis 
stum6fes to Ii.is feet, fie quic/(fy sliouts a warning. g.{pin turns to sever a seconti ten­
tacfe just 6ef ore it ensnares liim. Movement in tfie grass from wliicli we Ii.ave just come 
inaicates more tentacfea monstrosities approacliing. 'We ffee togetlier to tfie nortli sitie 
of tfie cavern, sapping 6etween rockJ into a passage feaaing away to tfie east. 'Before 
wng tfie passage turns anti we fieaa soutli again . 

.91.t tfie enti of tfie passage, we fina oursdves in a massive cavern. 'Ifie walls anti ceu­
ing e~ena 6eyona tliegww of our torclies. 'We wait in vain for our ecfroes to return. 
It is aijfic.u{t to fatli.am a cavern so farge it stiffes ecfroes. 'We turn to tfie rig/it, liug­
ging tfie soutfiern wafL 'Ifie stencli of a stagnant river fi1l.s tlie air . .91.s we wa{~ tfie 
mua gives way to santi. '114ien we Ii.ave [eft tfie river mifes 6eliina us, we encamp. 

l@l sliriel(of pain awa~ns us after on{y a few Ii.ours of sfeep. Meriiin utters an 
~ oat!i. f o&wd 6y two eerie saunas, anti a gris{y scene is reveafea. 'Ifie k!iiglit 
(jeraci is stantfing unsteaauy, s{icing fier aagger at s~eat worms t!i.at swarm arounti 
lier, rearing up to stri~, wliife aeft{y evading fier aagger. 1ler {eft arm is fieU against 
fier cliest, in an attempt to stauncli tfie fww of 6woa from a gaping wouni. 

Lora '.Britisli raises liis staff anti utters an incantation . .91. aeep cfiif[ aescenis momen­
taruy, tfien tfie s~ worms forget tfieir prey anti assau[t eacli otfier wit/i. unreasonea 
fury . Meriiin magica{[y araws out tfie worms' poisonous venom. 'We quic/(fy 6ina 
(jeraci s arm, gatlier our gear, anti resume our journey eastwari afong tfie soutfiern 
wa[{. On[y two worms remain writ/i.ing in com6at as we aepart . 

.91.fter tfie wa{[ fina{[y curves to tfie nort/i., we ta~ a passage out of tfie cavern to tfie 
nortfieast. 'Ifie trai{ is rock:y, anti wiie enougli for tliree to wa{/(a6reast. 'Ifie twins, 
9\[pin anti ~in, 6ringing up tfie rear, are tfie first to notice tfie farge, wingea creature 



·wii::r; m:ui::r:~u, vruwn-yurun:u Ynurp, n:eu:i:newiuwns. ·rvnen wrscup--ro WOl\..J. now-

ever, it flies off. !}{alf an fiour, fater, we notice two of tfiese creatures, 6ut 6otli j[y off 
again as we tum. 5ln fiour fater, tliree of tfiese ug[y creatures approacli, f[ying cwser 
tfian tlie previous forays aared, 6ef ore veering off. 'We quicfy.n our pace. 

'JJie passage empties into a large grassy area witfi a fugfi, eartfien ceiling. 5ls we stop 
to rest, a tfeafening crescentfo of screecfies lieraUs tfie invasion of a aozen wingea 
monsters. 'Ifie avian terrors attacK_in force. Jlrmour ana s/(jn is rippea from our 
6ac~. Our sworas swing, our aaggers fly, 6ut to no avail On[y two winged monsters 
are wounaea tfien finislied. 'Ifie remaining ten cirde us furiously as Lora 'Britisli 
snouts out woras of mystic command. :Four more attacfy.rs are aestroyetl, 6ut many 
more of our party liave fallen. 

5ls I figfit, I see Meritfin from tlie corner of my eye. !){e crawfs out of tlie fray antf 
raises fiis arms. 'Before fief a«s, lie gasps four wortfs. JI great /fame 6rea~ out 6e­
tween liis outstretclied arms ana surges forwartf. One 6y one, tfie fast of tlie niglit­
marisfi creatures is consume{ witfi /fame. 'Ifie largest 6at spirals to tfie ground. 
Its 6urning carcass crasfies ne>ct to Meritfin s corpse - a memoria[ fire to our 
great arc/image. 

~ otfay, tfie tfiree of us remaining 6uried tfie valiant k.tiigfits 5lrionis, Meritfin, 
~ <jeraci, :!{pin, antf 1Win, liere upon tfie unaergrouna 6attlefiela wfiere tfiey fea. 
'Tomorrow we sfia[[ seeK_our way 6acK_ to our own world; our aisastrous quest liere 
is finislietf. 

~ lie wraitfzs came tfi.is morning. 'Iliere were tfiree of tfiem. '11iey walKf.a 
[!J tfirougli tlie stone. 'Ilieir 6facK_ness was aeeper tlian tfie sliaaows from wfiicfi 
tliey emergetf. 5lavancing towartfs Lora 'Britisfi, tfiey ignorea Sliaana ana myself. 
Lora 'Britisfi lieU tfieir gazes, murmuring wortfs of life, liealing, ana protection. Stia 
tfiey aavanced. One raised its liantl, pointing at our wrtf. 'Ilien a silver 6olt strucK_our 
immortal /(jng ana lie fe[[ to tlie stony eartli. 

Sliaana was frozen, transft>Letf. I stum6lea f orwartl, 6ut wlien I toucfiea tliat doak.t I 
sfiranK_6acfc, :Fore6otfing wasliea over me. 'Iliey tooK_our wra witfi tfiem. I was pow­
erless to stop tfiem. I am afraU we a[[ are. 


