
A GUIDE TO THE 

ISLE Of FIRE 

Greetings, ge ntle schola r. I have ye t to be lieve my senses fully, fo r it 
see ms but yeste rday that l was with in the Lycaeum walls investigating the 
rum ors of this strange and wondrous is le. And now I sit he re in my new 
home, surrounded by histo ry itse lf. 

Indeed , consider what significant history it is ' The ve ry is le from which 
the fearsome Exodus began its assault upon Britannia. The very isle that late r 
housed the Three Principle Shrines o f Virtue. The very isle that sank beneath 
the waves several centuries ago .... 

It is upon that island , the Is le o f Fire, that I co mpose this document. 
He re, a t th e ve ry Ooo r o f th e sea, encase d in a tim e- tes ted brea thin g 
enchantment o f a mage I have never met, I am pri vy to all that was spawned 
by the Age of Darkness. I write this now as complete ly as I am able, fo r I 
kn o w full we ll th a t , fo ll ow in g mu ch mo re ex pl ora ti o n , I w ill be too 
engrossed in the many a rchaic splend ors to kee p detailed records. Read on, 
fe llow student o f life, and be amazed . 

H1 s TORY OF THE I SLE oF FIRE 

My readers will fo rgive the sparse and vague details o f my retelling, fo r all 
th is is si mply memo ries g leaned from weeks, nay months, spent buried in 
the depths o f the Lycaeurn : Sho rtl y a fte r Exodus' fall at the hands of the 
St range r (who would la te r beco me kn own as th e Avata r), Lo rd Briti sh 
c rea ted the eight Shrines o f the Virtues. In addition , he estab lished three 
shrines dedica ted to the Principles o f Truth , Love, and Courage, which he 
had placed on Exodus' home island , known as the Isle o f Fi re. While all o f 
these shrines were c rafted to benefit eve ry citizen of Britannia, Lord British's 
primary conce rn was LO locate a protec to r, an Avatar, LO ass ist Britannia in 
times of need . Indeed , Lo rd British was planning the successor to the Age of 
Darkness - the Age of Enlightenment. 

In this dawn of the new e ra, Lo rd British began his plans nOL onl y Lo 
loca te the Ava ta r, but to insure his agent could pro tect the Virtues as well as 
exemplify them. Thus, he cho e to guard the three Shrines o f the Principles 
with crea tures and tra ps, fo r o n ly th e Avatar sho uld be abl e to benefit 
directly from their powers. ommi s ioning a slew of mages and engineers, 
Lo rd British ove rsaw th e implementa ti on o f th ese fo il s, a long wi th the 
construction of the ac tual Shrines. In addition , he instilled within the Shrines 
the ability LO adapt LO the d}~1ami c nature o f the environment , thus insuring 
the tests would survive the trials o f time. Many months late r, the island was 
read y. The ca ll for the Ava tar was sent out. 



Howe\'e r, while the search was still in its infancy, the island disappeared . 
Well , sank rea lly, but for reasons Lhat are still mysterious. (Actually, l suspect 
there is a correlation between Lhis event and the Gargoyles's use o r Exodus as 
a ph ysical manifestation for Diligence.) W hen word of the island 's misfortune 
reached Lord British , he thought both the isle and the Shrines lost fo reve r. 

That is all I know, sa"e for the locaLion of the island. However, lest thou 
consider the legends fa lse, consider first that thou an reading a document 
written from within Lhe wa lls o f the ancient Castle o f Fire! 

T RAVELER ' S GU I DE 

At the moment , there is little hope o r ano ther e\'e r laying eyes upon this 
wate ry land . Although one could surdve here, thanks LO the enve lope of air 
that Astelleron creaLed Lo permit breathing, iL is doubtful someone e lse could 
trave l he re w ith o ut possessing m y vas t kn owled ge in summ onin g an d 
controll ing giant sea crea tures. Doubtful LhaL is. unti l I find the way Lo make 
this island rise again . W hen iL is in its p rope r place. atop the sea, then wilt 
thou sha re mine opponuniL)' · 

Calling the Isle o r Fire an is land is a parti al misnomer, fo r. thou dost see, 
there a re ac LUall y three such islands. The main land , upon which sits the 
Castle o r Fire, is by far the largest of the three. The castle is surrounded by 
mountains that contain several tunne ls. judging by what I have see n , these 
dungeons we re excava ted LO ho ld Lhe va rious Lests 
designed LO challenge the A\·atar, for all Lhree o f 
Lh e m ca n be reac hed from w ith in th e cas tl e 
walls. In addition to these entra nces, the castle 
houses Lhe Shrine of Lhe Principles, in which 
can be found Lhe actual Lhree Shrines o r Truth , 
Love, and Courage. 

The smallest island holds noLhing of interes l, but 
Lhe middle see ms to possess as much o r hi sLO ri ca l 
impon ance as its la rge r s isLer . Th e eas te rn s id e is 
almosL de\'o id o f plant life, and th e sand and roc ks 
indicaLe this was once a small quarry. Pe rhaps this 1s 
where Astelleron fabricaLed the legenda ry sLOne guardians 
of the Shrines. Nearby his shack , also p resen ·ed by the air 
bubble . My exploration has been cursory thus far, but the 
boo ks I saw in the house indicate an ed ucated indhid ual. 
More confirmation fo r my hypothesis? There are two caves 
in the area, as we ll as a MoongaLe lead ing to and from the 
main is land . The eas t cave exits into the o pen air ; buL 
this a rea is enchanted , and Lelepo n s me LO a tunnel 
leading Lo a sec luded glade. I ca nn ot ye t pl ace the 
reco llec tion , but I am sure the grouping of stones, 
wiLh a tree taking rom in the cemer one, is fa mi liar 
LO me. Pe rhaps when L have see n more de tail I 
wil l reco rd my o bse rva ti ons , but fo r now, this 
s um s up m y kn ow ledge o f th e geogra phi ca l 
aspec ts o r the is land . 

THE B ES T l f\RY 

There is litt le remarkably different about most o r the animals on the Isle o r 
Fire. I ha,·e seen Lhe rodents and the dee r and a few members o f the avian 
species. And, in fact, the castle wa lls are scorched in places - Lhe aftermath 
o r a d ragon·s assault upon the castle. The d ragon has taken up residence here 
in one the tunnels o r Lhe main cave. During her raid. she sLole from me Lhe 
Ether Ge m , a possession of reasonable importance. As soon as I can find a 
way Lo retrieve iL . her head shall be mine. 

Howeve r, I d igress. By far the most intriguing creatures l 
have co me across a re th e sLO ne go lems . l had hea rd 

nothing more than mere rumors prio r Lo my arrh·a l 
he re. buL see ing the mo bile masses o r roc k have 

cominced me o r their existence. AsLelleron was 
quile a master, indeed , for his workmanship is 
beauti ful. I know nothing of Lheir sentience, fo r 
they have neve r spoken to me. To be honesL, I 
a m n o t eve n s ur e th ey a re awa re of m y 
intrusion . fo r I have ye t Lo venture near one of 

the Shrines. I hope soon Lo journey back LO whaL I 
ha,·e assumed is AsLelle ron ·s hO\·el and lea rn more 

about their c reaLi on , but that wil l come a fL er m)' oLher 
resea rc h . Rega rdl ess o r h o w th e go le m s we re 

constructed . I am confidem more than an o rdinary 
sword would be necessa ry Lo stop them. 

H ELPFUL O B S ERV f\T J ON S 

I ha,·e had a bit more time to view the island now. There i too much LO see 
and record , but I will put down what I can before something else recla ims 
my fancy. Hm·ing nmiced that the silent sLO ne guardians had lefL the Shrine 
roo m unattended afte r Lhe d ragon·s attac k, I dec ided LO inspec t the three 
statues. 

I first spoke wi th the hagga rd o ld man , p resuming he, o r rather it , would 
represe nt TruLh . L was nm disappoimed . I was. howeve r. surprised , fo r upon 
initiating com ·e rsauon (after a ll . what else should one do with a Shrine of the 
Princ iples?). I found myse lf magica lly telepon ed inside one of Lhe dungeons. 
I chose no l LO exp lore. fo r L hasLily remembered a tome Lo which I was in a 
hurry Lo gel back. Howe,·er. I was reminded o r an anciem piece o r wisdom: 
neve r LrusL Lhe ob,·ious; always loo k fo r that which is noL there . Afterwards I 
stepped back im o a l\ loongaLe and returned Lo the Shrine room . 

I learned little from Lhe Sh rine of Love, so I seL out Lh rough one of Lhe 
MoongaLes south o r the Shrine roo m . round behind a secret door. I arrived 
bac k on Lhe smalle r is le. EnLerin g Lh e weste rn cave . L passed b)' severa l 
barre ls and some supplies, ob,·iously left o,·e r from AsLelleron·s days the re. 
Passing his shack, I noticed a golem standing near Lhe qua rry remains. He 
was s taring at one o r "h is" fell ows, who had taken a ve ry bad fall , it seemed . I 
sLO le by them and en te red th e o Lh e r cave. Pass ing inLo a sma ll outs id e 
ope ning. I was te lepo n ed imo the passage lead ing Lo the little glade I had 
seen ea rl ie r. 



As I spied the rocks and the tree aga in , I was ab le to place both . The 
rocks we re deno ting the lege nd ary Stone of Castambre, and th e tree was 
none othe r than its accompanying Tree of Life . Beyond a doubt th is was one 
of Astelleron's sources fo r powering his awesome 
go lems. I must locate his j ournals and tomes 
to read more, but - if my memory se rves 
- the Tree o f Life like ly supp lied no t 
only the blood fo r his magicks, but the 
"hea rts" as we ll. 

La te r l in ves ti ga ted th e o th e r 
Moo n ga te w ithin th e C as tl e o f 
Fire. This one led to yet anothe r 
labyrinth . l saw more golems here 
th a n in e ith e r o f th e o th e r two 
dungeons, and remember see ing at 
least one man . Howeve r, he seemed 
no more inte rested in me then l was 
in him , so we both igno red each ..,_1 
othe r. Pee ring a round a corne r, l • 
caught sight o f a huge and magnifi ce nt 
dragon - doubtless the one I encounte red earlier. Behind her was a door. l 
canno t guess wha t lay beyo nd . but he r pro tec t ive nature wa pro babl y 
indicati ve if its importance. Though I am too busy tO waste time testing m y 

idea, I ex pect the d ragon would be quite difficult to conquer. 
Now, bdore l continue I must pause to jot clown a new idea. l believe 

this will permit me to lengthen the time of most movement-based spells. All I 
need to do is increase the p ropo rtion of spicie r silk in relation to the amount 
o f b lood moss l have and .. 

I have d iscove red something o f te rri b le inte res t. Th e da rk cy linde r l 
found on the seco nd Ooo r is mo re magica l tha n I first detec ted . l have 
touched it , symbo lica lly speaking, fo r it li ves. We ll . not as a man o r a plant , 
but as an embodiment o f powerful energy. l have not full y dete rmined thi , 
but l suspec t this is the remai ns o f the infamous core o f Exodus. When I 
have completed my studies and returned to the surface world , I must seek 
out the grea t lenses to the vo id and '~ew the Book of Infinite W isdom . There 
I will be able to confirm my suspicions . 

... Anothe r nasht Perhaps, we re l to co mbine the lenses in an a lternate 
manner, I could amplify the e ffec ts and bring o ther obj ec ts from the vo id 
into be ing. Then I could .. 

C oNCLus10 
I expect that if thou art pcms1ng these pages then I have already bade the island 
arise. I hope my gLiidcs and wa rnings arc of use to th ee. As I plan to be aroLincl fo r 
a long lim e, or at leas t expect my enchantments to, I rCC/LI CSt that thou dost /orntc 
me soon, fo r th Cl'e is no doubt this joLimal will be /aching. At such a time, I will do 
my best to break fro m my studies and be civil enough to provide fLll'thcr assistance. 
Until then, gentle reader, I wish th ee good will and good /Lich in Ji nding and shari ng 
this histo1y wi th me. 

CM A94401EM 


