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The Nobel-winning physicist Niels Bohr once commented, "Those who are 
not shocked when they first come across quantum theory cannot possibly 
have understood it." 

In Riven, of course, the ancient D'ni learned to write books-using special 
paper , special inks, even a special and highly descriptive language-that 
allowed adepts among the people to cross over to other worlds. Or were 
they, in fact, creating those worlds? The concept hangs upon the space-twist­
ing horn of the Copenhagen Interpretation. 

And more ... 

Con ider. Within the framework of quantum physics and the Worlds of If, it 
is quite possible-more, it is certain-that somewhere, somewhen, universes 
exi t-infinities of them, in fact, where magic works. Where Sauron's min­
ions seek the One Ring, and hobbits shun such inconvenient things as 
adventure . Where the Lensman battles the evil forces of dark Eddore, or 
where crystal cities gleam along the banks of the Grand Canal on Mars. 
Where Vikings colonized all of North America, or perhaps where the cause 
of Southern Independence was won at Gettysburg. Where you are president 
of the United State of Columbia ... or Emperor of the Earth and all her far­
flung colonies. 

And worlds exist where books link world to world, where imagination cre­
ates entire ages, where the surface tension of water enables it to be sculpted 
like clay, where Catherine and Atrus truggle to stop the final collapse of 
Riven. 

And where you arrive on a small and rocky island to find the fate of the 
Riven Age in your hand ... 
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Temple Island 

.. 

Tramway to 
Jungle Island 
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Jungle Island 

Tramway to/from 
Plateau Island 

Log car ride 
to Crater Island 

Moiety 
Gateway 

Tramway to/from 
Temple Island 

~ 
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Plateau Island 

To,em Lake 
(under.tater) 
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Prison Island 

Crater Island 

Log chipper; end of path 
from Jungle Island 





A richly adorned 

location for Gchn 

and hi. 1ninisters 

in addition to 

being a11 access 

hub to various 

locations on 

the island. 

H ere, Gchn's 

mo t monumen­

tal architecwraJ 

effort, foreshad­

ows most of this 

rocky island. 



RfVEN GALLERY 

Transport 

between the 

surface and 

underground 

survey room 1s 

ace mpli bed 

by using this 

subterranean 

elevator. 



This Magnetic 

Levitation ar, 

suspended on 

an electromagnetic 

"cushion," provides 

quick transportation 

bctvveen the islands. 

Gehn used flexible 

cables as a means 

of compensating for 

the i lands· gradual 

movement apart. 

The lower plateau, 
shown here, is one of 
the areas Geho has 
stripped, reshaped, and 
reformed to proclaim 
his power over nature. 
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The pulp boiler 

as seen from the 

crater's lake. 

Close-up of the 

various levers, 

wheels, and 

gauges of Gehn 's 

pulp boiler. 





Using the scopes 

Oanking each 

side of his chair 

!ugh atop a flight 

of stairs, Gehn 

can observe the 

ennre island and 

hi' prisoner, 

Catherine. 
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Pathway to 

the lagoon. 

A favorite 

g'Jthering spot 

for tht: often 

st:en, but 

cautious, 

bakened 

animals. 
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Here in the 

chool room, 

we see a close-up 

of Gchn 's imager 

(center) and the 

students' le son 

in l) 'ni (on 

the left). 



The spherical 

watch seen here 

was a gift fron1 

Gehn's mother, 

Am1a. 

This close-up 

view of Gehn's 

desk reveals his 

precise nature. 
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Within Gehn's office resting high atop the heavily eroded 

spires in Gehn' Age, we see a view past his desk (center) tO 

the eerie, caustic afternoon sky. 



A cop c:he massive renlJlant of the great tree, 

its roots still buried deep beneath the water's 

surface, rests a small building. 








