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BAuhannnmiAdiaLJa“i
Museum of Islam
Baghdad, Iraq

14 November 1909

Dear Dr. Jones:
In Qom recently T had the occasion to examine a

Persian manuscript of Nur ed-Din al-Musafir, a
remarkable figure of the twelfth century of your
calendar who traveled extensively in Asia, Africa
and Burope. It contained this fragment found in no
other edition of al-Musafir known to me. Being
aware of your special interest in the item he
discusses, I took the liberty of translating it
for you:

nplso at Cordoba I met a man who claimed to have
seen the vessel that is said to have caught the
1ife's blood of the prophet Isa (Jesus)iee- A
shallow bowl of pewter, dented in many places,
engraved with a design of grapes and grape leaves
28 well as writing in the script of the Jews. (It
was) wrapped in 2 cloth of golden silk, and seemed
to glow with its own light when the cloth was
removed. Where oD Allah's earth he saw this marvel
the man would not say; only that it was near the
source of a river which he reached after traveling
gouth from an oasis."

T hope this ig of more than passing interest to

you.

Peace be upon you,

o/ Joof

al-Jawf
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‘DOTTORE "HENRYJONES FO

UR CORNERS - UNTVERSTTT- TAS MESAS COLO TS 5

HAVE OBTAINED JOURNAL PAOLO OF GENOA 13TH CENTURY MERCHANT STOP
RELATES ADVENTURES AMOUNG TURKISH TRIBES CENTRAL ASIA STOP TRIBESMAN
TOLD HIM OF SEEING LARGE CERAMIC DRINKING CUP GLOWED LIKE MOONLIGHT
OBSCURE LOCATION GUARDED BY CHRISTIAN KNIGHT AND LETHAL PROTECTIVE
DEVICES STOP PAOLO CONJECTURES HG STOP VISITING AMERICA THIS SPRING

WILL BRING IT FOR YOUR EXAMINATION STOP SAILING APRIL ON NEW BRITISH
LINER TITANIC STOP CODIROLLI

delservizo cabl,
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" Professor Charles B. Hawken c;i
Oxford spoke on his rcsearchesf nend
Abergavenney, Wales. He has %u h
fragments of a journal kegt 01 4
Christian hermit in the WelsThm o
tains in the early 8th century. ; j X
nal illuminates several aspects o hp y
and religious practice of the antls zz;—l
ple during the Dark Ages. O csix :
interest is the account ofa v151on\,) tp; :
renced in the year 717 Of 719 1meﬂ
anonymous chronicler, oﬁ the Hc;l y e
of Arthurian legend: thehu

which resided at Avalon in the days of

- o

wooden cup that held God’s blood, \

King Arthur, carven with holy sm’, bols
andgsh'm'm with theli EOf grace.
o> e
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New Gospel's 4

{ o ° L ] e
Authenticity Disputed "
ALEXANDRIA (Reuters)— Experts | ment was written no earlier than the late 2nd
examining the so-called “Gospel of Joseph | century A.D., and possibly as Jate as the 7th
| of Arimathea” unearthed last month have | century.
| cast doubt on the document’s genuineness, “Ag an eyewitness account the ‘J oseph’
| British Museum sources reported today. papyrus just doesn’t ring true,” said one k
The manuscript, discovered in the ruins knowledgeable source who requested ano- '
of Kozra, an early Christian colony being | nymity- “]t smacks 100 much of medieval
fable. That holy-grail business simply has no

sts south of here, i

¢ in early-Christian literature.”
The so-called Holy Grail, the wine cup
said to have been used by Jesus at the Last
Supper and by Joseph to catch the blood of
Jesus as he died on the Cross, figures promi-
nently in the manuscript. Joseph describes it
as a plain shallow vessel of bronze, which
forever after its association with Jesus “gave

forth sweet odours and glowed with the light

of heaven.”
The Grail became an object of vene-
ration and knightly quest in the tales of King
Arthur and other Jegends of the middle ages.

excavated by archaeologl
a previously unknown account of the life of

Chuist attributed t0 Joseph of Arimathea, the
“rich man” who buried Jesus after the
crucifixion as recounted in the New

Testament.
The papyrus scroll, written in the Coptic
Egypt, was hailed by

Janguage of ancient
holars alike as “the

churchmen and lay sC
find of the millenium” when made public by

Dr. Robert Hawes 0

plac

f Ivy University, leader

of the team that made the discovery. But
other expert sources close to the Hawes
expedition are of the opinion that the docu-
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WOLFGANG S 3
HEIDELBERG

14 September, 1952

My dear Dr. Jones,

g

i ookstore an
ik, I found in an antiquarian b
Dubrovnik,

9,

burned by the Inquisition in 1384,
u

may be unigue.

I would be

e the
leased to allow you to examin
D
visit, bu
ript on your next 5

t I thought you

nts is
g g its conte

It is described as a
d base. Around the
e etched in Aramaic

a purported illuminatio :
particular interest to yofiare
chalice of pewter with a

lip ar

: ce below the son

Clrcumfereﬁav bar ruach ha-kodesh"--father, ’
the words

itting formula for a work

holy ghost. A f

attributed to a sorcerer, you will agree, as this
early Christian invocation is believed to be the
origin of the magician's "abracadabra,

In the text, "Merlinw offers an incantation for
conjuring up an image of the vessel, Unfortunately
this spell is rendered not in Latin
transliteration but in runic characters; and the
monastic copyists, apparently unfamiliapr with the
arcane symbols, have rendered them to gibberish.
Professor O'Lochlainn of Dublin is eager to
attempt a restoration of the runes, and g young
French scholar named Belloq has expressed a
similar desire. (Do you know him, by the way? His
erudition ig impressive, but T find distasteful
his association with certain political elementsg in

my country. )
In any event, I hope this felicitous discovery
will soon occasion a visit. Tt has been entirely

too long, Dr. Jones, since You and I last toasted
one another's health,

Yours most truly,

-~

Staubig
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