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THE ALIEN 
COMPLEX 

The Tollah moonbase is a six-floor complex, comprising approxi­
mately sixty rooms in all , situated just beneath the surface of an aster­
oid . Although the top level comprises little more than a single chamber 
offering direct access to the surface, and the base's full dimensions are 
not evident until the third level down, the floors-and many of the 
individual rooms-resemble each other greatly. Even humans build to 
such patterns, and Tollah are even more regimented by nature and 
decree. This feature makes it all too easy to get lost or confused and 
quite difficult to tell which rooms have been searched. 
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While the importance and the scientific nature of the installation 
require the presence of an unusual number of High Tollah, the usual 
Tollah class distinctions are clearly evident in the layout and traffic 
patterns of the underground structure. The two gravshafts (the lifts haft 
and the dropshaft) are used for transporting food, equipment, and 
Common Tollah from floor to floor. The High Tollah make use of a 
series of teleportals that interconnect the levels and, in fact, both sides 
of each level-thus avoiding the unpleasant necessity of walking 
through the quarters of the Common Tollah. 

All of the doors in the base (represented on the screen as openings) 
are, for safety reasons, sealed off by opaque, air-tight force fields that 
are, nonetheless, normally penetrable by material objects like Tollah 
and humans. (Hence there is no need to "open" a door to go from one 
room to another.) A sophisticated one-way " lock," however, which 
gives a polarized tangibil ity to the "door," can be used to contain 
prisoners, although it is automatically deactivated by the entrance of 
someone from the outside. 

The atmosphere in the complex is hot and humid. The floors are 
constantly wet with a special solution that provides the necessary 
moisture into the air and inhibits the corrosive habits of the plasmoid 
(see THE ALIENS). The combination of warm air and damp floors 
produces both a dank smell and, often, a slight mist low in the rooms. 

The rooms of the complex are divided functionally into twelve types, 
ranging from small corridors to forty-by-forty-foot halls. These are 
described in more detail below. 
Anteroom-Loosely speaking, th is is the High Tollah equivalent of a 
living room or personal lounge, a buffer between the intense privacy 
of the sanctum and the public nature of the work areas; it is the place 
one High Tollah would meet with another for social purposes. Most 
are simply decorated and sparsely furnished . The number and com­
fort of the chairs varies in direct proportion to the sociability of the 
Tollah whose sanctum connects to the anteroom. Personal belong­
ings are reserved for the sanctum, with the obvious exception of 
games. Many High Tollah have become attached to Terran chess, and 
the Tollah equivalent is officially encouraged. The popularity of com­
puter games may confirm the notion of certain classical writers that 
there is, indeed, some good in the worst of beings. Due to the large 
number of High Tollah in the installation , anterooms are not uncom­
mon. They are about twenty by twenty (feet). 
Commons-Lacking the privilege of privacy of High Tollah , the Com­
mon Tollah sleep, interact socially, and even eat in the company of 
their fellows in large multi-purpose rooms containing sixteen bunks, 
four four-being dining tables, sixteen stools, four easy chairs, sanitary 
fac ilities, and approved recreational devices. There are several of these 
large rooms, all forty by forty and all identical. Normally, of course, 
High Tollah would be present in a commons only to make an inspec­
tion or investigate a disturbance. 
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Corridor-Each corridor is nothing but a narrow connecting pas­
sageway, featureless except for two, three, or four doors. 

Disposal - This twenty-by-twenty-foot room is connected to all the 
others in the complex by a series of waste chutes and small pneumatic 
tubes. Although particularly complex, dense, or metallic material can 
be shunted directly to the base's power converters, most waste is ab­
sorbed by the sole inhabitant of the room, a plasmoid. The plasmoid's 
own waste products are removed by special filters in the floor and used 
as soil nutrient (not, as is sometimes rumored, to feed Common 
Tollah) . 

Dropshaft- This is, in effect, the firemen's pole without the pole-an 
elevator shaft without the elevator. The gravity of the asteroid is so 
slight (and Tollah control of it so complete) that beings stepping 
within the dropshaft "fall " at a sedate rate until they reach the floor 
they wish , where a multitude of projecting grips allow them to swing 
easily out of the shaft and into an adjacent room. The ten-foot-square, 
six-floor shaft connects all the levels of the complex and is the main 
mode of inter-level travel for Common Tollah. 

Lab- There are several laboratories of varying size and purpose in 
the moonbase, although all are devoted to some aspect of the bio­
chemical and biopsychological sciences. Equipment ranges from 
test tubes to what look like medieval torture devices, sinks to fire pits, 
treadmills to hypnoprobes (one of which is pictured on the cover) , 
along with a multitude of cages, test cells, video screens, monitoring 
equipment, and so on. These are likely places to find High or Common 
Tollah-and some of the prisoners. 

Liftshaft - This is simply the converse of the dropshaft. By means of 
controlled (and reversed) gravity, anyone stepping into the liftshaft 
floats slowly upward until reaching the desired floor. Aside from the 
direction of travel , the only difference between this and the dropshaft 
is that the liftshaft is shorter and serves only the bottom four levels. 

Main Chamber- This is one of the largest (twenty-five by forty feet) 
and certainly the busiest room on each of the main levels. In addition 
to offering access to a variety of laboratories, corridors, and other 
chambers, these crowded rooms are devoted to computers, data 
storage, monitoring and detection equipment, communications, ex­
ternal base defenses, and the preparation and maintenance of the 
copious records required by Tollah policy-makers . High Tollah pop out 
of the air and Common Tollah scurry around corners with alarming 
frequency. You could run into anything in a main chamber; it's never 
empty. 

Refectory-While meals for the High and Cornman Tollah-and the 
farmer's pet cerbanths-differ significantly, the food for all is prepared 
in this single kitchen . From here it is sent to the various commons and 
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sanctums for consumption . The twenty-five-by-thirty room is full of 
heating, cooling, freezing , and thawing equipment, storage cabinets, 
counters , sinks, and so on-just like a human kitchen . Only the smells 
are different. 

Sanctum-Each sanctum is the personal chamber-combining the 
functions of bedroom, dining room, bathroom , and more-of a single 
High Tollah. Furnishings vary greatly according to the personality of 
the resident, though the geometric art found on walls elsewhere in the 
base is here often far more intricate, and complex lighting is typical. 
Chairs and bed, while far more comfortable than those found in the 
commons, are still severe and angular by human standards. The 
sculpture seems distorted and the colors too harshly bright to human 
eyes; the purpose of many of the room's objects is unguessable. 
Normally, the only beings found in a sanctum would be the resident 
High Tollah , its pet cerbanth , a personal servant or slave, or an alien 
curiosity. (Human prisoners might fall into either of the latter two 
categories.) Each sanctum is structurally identical and just slightly 
larger than the anteroom which provides the only access to it. 

Storeroom- The storeroom off the refectory contains foodstuffs , of 
course, canned, dried, frozen , or preserved, but mostly alien . Other 

· storerooms, typically a bit less than twenty feet square, contain lab 
supplies and equipment, and other depletable supplies . A reasonably 
empty one might be used to house alien specimens. 

Vestibule-These busy twenty-by-thirty-foot hallways connect the 
gravshafts with the other rooms in the complex. Some act as annexes 
to the main chambers; all se,Ve as temporary storage for material and 
equipment going up and down between levels, and all, perhaps as a 
natural consequence, tend to acquire rows or layers of miscellaneous 
junk, "temporarily" set in place for the duration of the Tollah occupa­
tion. While anything from a sentry robot to a stray thornet may be 
found in a vestibule, it is not an uncommon place for Common Tollah 
to loiter and for those from different commons to meet and mingle in 
the hallowed job of work avoidance. The upper vestibule, however, 
being of more limited access, is usually deserted. · 




