












is an intriguing all-text mystery that 
lm:ts some of the conveniences and c:Epth taken for 
fTantsd in an lnfocom game. The name of the 
current room 1sn't soown at the top of the screen. 
for instance. But anyone who's been frustrfiled by 
the inability to directly (J.leSlion the suspects in 
PeOOltne -- and who hasn't? -- wm apprectate 
Robot's approm:h. As Elijah Ballsy. the ·Earth's 
Most Fmnous Detective,· you can Sflf ·oidyou have 
a motiver and also !Till people about means and 
opportunity. Daneel, a robot, msists on the case . 

Omeel 1s the only human1form robot 1n 
existence, built by your old friend Dr. F astolfe - -
whose murder you're out to solve. Arriving on the 
planet Aurora, you begin at the fastolfe estate, 
where Daneel Sf1fS Fastolfe was slain by a poisan 
gas bomb. The Dr. diedinhistrms, sohe'salsoa 
suspect. The next-mar ne9tbor. Olmfia, becomes 
a candidate when you learn that she's been dllling 
Oremtonts, who works at the Robot1cs lnstttute. 

The Institute. led by Dr. Amadiro, is linked 
with Aurora's Globalist Party. who want to create 
hordes of human1forms for spm:;e colontzatton. But 
only Fastolfe knew how to make them, and he 
preferred to send people, not robots. into spm:e. 
Amllfiro blames Daneel for the murder and SlfiS he 
should be turned wer to the Institute. But perhaps 
AmEIHro planned the murder so he could analyze 
08neel and discover how to <klplicate him? Even 
Fastolfe's daufjlter apparently tBi a motive to kill 
htm. (You get b1o sheets on all the suspects.) 

Extensive mapping is required as you traverse 
the planet by train and jet airfoil. Daneel will tape 
suspa;ts' answers and rep lny them at my time. 
You must also uncover some physical evidence -
all thts w1thtn a Ume ltmtt Then. unless you get 
killed first, the Chairman of the World Council 
shows up to your evidence. If you mn't have 
enou!jl for a conviction, the ends. 

The game pm:ks a full-sentence parser. which 
even accepts pronouns. But the vocabulary is 
Hmited, and you can't get a print-out of the text 

The best news is that the prDl;J'llll is 
RAM-resident. so it never has to m:cess the slow 
1541 crive for the next JJll"tlJ"aph. However. the 

. game's Jon Leupp, coulm't fit as many 
words 1nto RN1 as a dtsk-based holds. so 
you occosionally get terse descriptions like -You're 
in another offire. • Even so, Aurora is stocked with 
holDl;J'aphic phones, 3-D TVs. robots. tingle fields 
and other futuristic trappings of Asimw's nrNel 
Lm:ting the IEpth and texture of an lllllptation like 
Hitchhiker is still an impressive first 
awenture for Epyx and worth •investigation.· 

Computer: r.ommomre 64 
Pl•ned Conversions: Apple 
sun Level: Intermediate 
Saves: 100 on Oame Disk 
Price: $40.00 
t1•ufm:lurer: Epyx 

ZORK 
Master the worlds of ZORK I, II & Ill, INFIDEL. 
WITNESS, DEADLINE, SUSPENDED, ENCHANTER, 
STARCROSS, PLANETFALL. SORCERER, 
CUTTHROATS and ADVENTURE w ith our maps 
and hint books. We won't spoil your fun. Also, the 
ADVENTURER'S TUTORIAL (tips and strategies for 
playing any Adventure game). Each book comes 
with multi-level hints and game map(s). A/13 ZORKS 
including ADVENTURE for $18, or send $6.95 for 
individual games, or get two games for $10.95. 

Check, Money Order. Visa 
or Master Card 

BROKEN TIMBER PRESS 
Department L 
P.O. Box 2681 
Shawnee Mission. KS 66201 
913/722-2464 

All Game names except Adventure 
Register Trademark of lnfocom Inc. 



lllENTllE llR INE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2] 
for Apple. C-64. A1ari, IBM arwi Ms Ya"Sklls are 
also sl8ted. urumo 111 should be retO/ for the 
M«Eintosh bV the em af1984. Ortgtn's alsoming 
AUJOOUEL. ba9ed oo staYe Jason's bard game 
Dr wars. WtlJllty wmrd ArO"ew ~eenberg 1s 
writing Ori:a for the Ms at Origin. And Dev& 
Albert just. left PtnJUin to join Origin full-time. 

QUEST Fm PARSERS 
Mmiture lnternlllicnl has finally antttad 

the existalce of the full-sentaa parser. end Scott 
Adllns has deYeloped ooe called SNW>LUS. Should 
make a big difference in his gmnes' p~mty. but 
it woo't be as stroog as guess who's. Adams' 
current proj&t 1s Questprme. a •1es of 
sMntures baaed oo Marwl Cclnic chrectsrs. The 
Hulk. arwi :iliB:mon fl'8 starters. aimed at the 
Apple, C-641 arwi Atari market. Ha mav rerelease 
his old games with SNMPLUS. arwi is converting 
them for IBMers. He's also m1ng a gmne basedoo 
the film B•naroo 8onzoj 

BUT FLOTO ••. 
Still wa1Ung fl'I' the secptl hinted at bV Fl<PJCI 

in PJeoetfaJl's last m ? Don't hold your breath 
- - Steve Meretzty plsls are tom sdher sf story 
mi his fi rst •mst rrive detective· sanrio first. 
Then he's p the Hjtdlbjker secptl lined up .... 
There def1n1tely wm be a SQ.181 to Sorcerer to 
round out the tri'kqf. but oot soon. At 
C9nbrktJe-bV-the-Sea, they're currently shaping 
up a gne wmse nature m8kes it ~ff1cult to even 
e&t8fJJri28. We allJlm't unaMr S'ff details, <lJe to 
lnfODD's tidlt searity. (Which is 90 u.-it, 
that. .. let's just stlf that terrorists woulm't be 
tonbing the U.S. Embassy in Beirut if Marc Blank 
800 08ve Leb11ng were Mar1ne gtlll'ds.) We all 
confirm that Mike Berlyn just botqlt a new car 
with all the options -- ioclllling ·{J'ues-a11tro1. • 

llllOllllllllll 
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f1lttMKDI 
The I st subscr1ber w1th the closest answer 

wins a new adventure. [Specify type of computer.] 
Wbo wrote tbe first ._ture. where. and 
In wut yew? Rancbn rrawing will be used in 
event of ties. Offer void where prohibited bV law. 

f1lttADll 
~ a trunkful of old adventures? Tro 'em 

off with a FREE AD in the next issue, when we'll 
start up the Swap SOOp m ioo. SUbscribers ore 
also encour81J1f to help em:h other with killer 
problems. If you're stuct. stuct, stuct , 
brtefly descrtbe the problem 800 send 1t to 
Wetting for Duffy, which bey1ns next issue. 

JIEXTUSUE: 
Suspect is OaYe ·starcross· Lebling's firs 

mystery game. As USU8I, we' I . it _..,.._.,,, ... 
before any mmoutar mQ7ine. We'll also awer 
tmther mystery, Ripper, 800 EarthlYi 
Delights, an all-text gll'll8 that takes you to 
Europe. Also: Sl11d•k11P, F--hett 451, 
Luclf.-·s Reel•. Elys• Flelds, Tl•eslllp, 
and several more new titles. Plus our 
C.v•sl• C.lu•• will awer all the new and 
planneda11verstons f<r ~computer. That's a 
lot of awerage, so we'll be the _ .,.__.11 -

Dmn beginning in Damber. 

r---------------~ 
I Ve .. , I want the next 12 issues of I I QuestBusters1;ind enclon $15 . I 
I I 
I Nimt> I 
I Address t I City ST _z;p _ _ 1 

1 
Computer 

1
1 

-----------------
Make checks payable to QuestBusters 

' 202 Elgin Ct ., 'W'ayne PA 19087. 
Pleue allow 4-6 weeks for delivttr~. 

Dil@WllW ID~~[Z ctJLYJ~~~lW~~D 
If not 10095 sat;sf;ed , notify us for a full 

r efund for all issues not yet r eceived . 


